
Getting Ready for the Holiday Season and Winter Retreat 

Greetings from Vanderwagen NM, family and friends!!!!  Thank you all again for your prayers 
and for giving to us the opportunity to pursue what the Lord has placed on our hearts to do:  
serve Native youth at the Broken Arrow Bible Ranch and around the Navajo Nation by 
presenting the gospel of Jesus Christ to them, and offering opportunities for discipleship and 
leadership development along the way.  We are blessed to have you partnering with us along 
this journey, and thank you so much for your support in all that we are trying to do.  

With all that is going on in the world, we, as believers in Jesus Christ, are being forced more and 
more to choose between living at peace in our communities and living out our faith in our 
Savior.  It would be easy for us to lose hope and to give in to the despair that would render us 
scared, weak, and immobile. Our Lord warned us of this (John 16) and in light of Las Vegas and 
Sutherland Springs, TX, our world in these United States is changing at such a brisk pace that we 
must continue to be courageous and vigilant as these days continue. The constant is that our 
God has never left us, His hand has not slipped off the wheel, and He holds our future and our 
souls in the palm of His hands (John 10).  Despite the best attempts of those that would oppose 
us, His Word stands true, and we must continue to tell all who are in need of hope that there is 
Someone who cares about them so very much, and He is waiting for us to respond to His 
invitation. 

An update on me (Dino) about my health: as of this writing, I will be seeing my primary care 
doctor on the 13th of November to get an update on all the tests that were run on me in the 
past several months.  For those that didn’t know, since May I have been experiencing a sudden 
rush of anxiety whenever I would exert physically in a quick and hard manner.  It has caused me 
to do things extremely slowly and kept me from doing anything strenuous since it happened. 
This had never happened to me before and it was, quite honestly, completely frightening to me. 
It didn’t affect what I did at camp too much this summer, but repeated visits to the doctor and 
tests on my heart, lungs, and all over my body have yielded no definitive diagnosis for what was 
going with me.  I’ll know more after the 13th, so if we are not Facebook friends yet, we post all 
that is going on with us on our Facebook pages (Theodore Butler or Nanette Chavez-Butler) for 
more updates on what is going on with us.  Thank you all who have been aware of this and are 
praying, and please continue to pray for me as this continues to unfold.  

The boys are doing great, and the homeschooling continues, although there may 
be a chance next year for Josiah to participate in a program they have in Gallup 
that allows students to bridge their academics from high school to college.  Pray 
that this opportunity would open up for us and that it would work out. 

Please pray for us as we move into a busy holiday season, including Thanksgiving 
outreaches, Christmas season programs, and our annual BABR Winter Retreat.  I 
will unfortunately not be able to help my parents’ with their Thanksgiving wood 
haul (since we helped out with wood earlier in October) because of my health 
issues, but will be helping in other things at that time.  Christmas season always 
brings times to share the gospel with those 
that are hurting, especially young 
people in difficult situations, and our 
BABR Winter Retreat is a great time 
for re-connection and renewal for 
former campers and staff.  We usually 
have anywhere from 100 to 150 
campers come, so please pray that 
the Lord would bless the times we 
get to share the Word with all we 
come in contact with. 
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Halloween Outreach and Firewood 

Nanette, the boys and I helped with an annual Halloween Outreach at our friends’ Dwayne and Kim Helfenbein’s home in 
Gallup on Halloween night.  It was a great time of fellowship with fellow believers and a chance to share the gospel with 
the Gallup community, who were out in droves.  Some of the statistics for the night included:  1,549 ziplock bags with 
candy and a Gospel tract, 1,100 hot dogs, and 850 cups of hot chocolate.  Aside from giving out lots of candy, hot 
chocolate, and hot dogs, we also had a table set up for anyone who wanted prayer and several people stopped and asked 
for prayer throughout the night.  We even connected and thanked the local law enforcement that drove by from time to 
time so that we felt very safe the whole time.   

We were assisted that night by our friends from Grace Covenant Church in Middleburg, PA, who came to visit us and help 
gather our firewood for the winter in October.  We would like to thank John, Bill and Eric for taking the time to come so 
many miles and sacrifice so much to help gather firewood for us, our fellow missionaries and Nanette’s mom Mildred.  
The greatest blessing for me (Dino) in all this was being relieved of the stress of getting the firewood since I have been 
dealing with some health issues lately.  It was a great time of fellowship and sharing when the work was done in the 
evening and we were blessed to have our brothers from PA with us for a few days.   

Earlier in October, our friends at Grace Bible Church assisted Nanette, the boys and I in getting firewood for my parents’ 
community in Counselor, NM.  We were able to get approximately 10 truckloads of firewood to take to them from our 
other friends at Desert Springs Church in Albuquerque, NM, 
who gathered the firewood at a location in town.  I would 
normally be helping them during the week of Thanksgiving to 
gather firewood but because of my health issues, I’ll be unable 
to do it this year. I am so grateful to the Lord and my brothers 
and sisters at Grace Bible Church for lending a hand and giving 
of themselves so much to help me and my family in this way. 

Nanette’s Corner 

Grace to you all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Thank 
you for your continual prayers and partnership with us in 
furthering God’s kingdom among our Native young people.  This past summer I continued to mentor the young 
ladies on our summer staff who came to do ministry with us as wranglers and counselors at Broken Arrow Bible 
Ranch.  This will be our 17th year of mentoring. I love seeing Jesus heal, strengthen, and establish His daughters in 
Him and in His Word. This past summer, I was so encouraged by a young lady named Tawny. She came to 
understand what it really means to live a surrendered life to Christ.  She is currently in her senior year of high 
school.  She feels that God is calling her to go to 
Word of Life Bible Institute in New York to study 
the Bible.   

While mentoring this summer, I received word that 
my mom fell out of bed and had a blood infection. 
This required of me and my family to start to give 
my mom 24 hour care. It has been quite the 
transition.  My mom is in her late 80’s and she 
seems to be making progress, although it has been 
very slow.  Yet, I praise the LORD for His strength 
everyday as I take on the role of taking care of my 
mother.  Please keep praying for the release of 
strength, wisdom and grace for me to meet each 
challenge.  Thank you all again for your prayers on 
my behalf. 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be 

made out to NAIM with Project #306 in the memo 

line.   Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca/donate 

Prayer Requests 

• Please pray for Dino and his continuing health situation, that he’ll 
bounce back to good health as the holiday season and new year 
approaches. 

• Please pray for the boys as they continue in homeschooling and 
grow as young men and in their faith as well. 

• Please pray for Nanette as she cares for her mom Mildred 

Chavez, for Mildred’s continued recovery and for strength, energy 
and wisdom for Nanette as the primary caretaker for her mom.  

• Please pray for our holiday season ministry opportunities:  
Thanksgiving and Christmas Outreaches, and the annual BABR 
Winter Retreat. 

• Please pray for our continued need for financial support. We are 
in need of an additional $1500/month according to what NAIM 
requires of us. We really don’t want to leave the field for any 
extended support-raising trips because we’re seeing God do 
some great things, but we also see the need to gather all the 
support and resources we need to do what the Lord has called us 
to do. Thank you for considering this…   

• Please pray for the follow-up on the contacts we made during 
our Halloween Outreach and the people who stayed for prayer. 

Over 1500 Gospel tracks distributed with candy 

https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/dino-nanette-butler/

