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It is the season of break up here in Saskatchewan where the ice breaks up and gives 

way to clear, cold water!  By the time you, dear reader, receive this news we will have 

said good bye to the ice and winter months and joyfully 

receive the next season of summer!  We anticipate being 

on the water soon and out to camp.  Not long after that 

we will make the journey north to our trap line home and 

open that place up for the summer as well.   

What’s the pool got to do with it?  With ministry?  With 

sharing God’s message, peace and love.  This winter Ben 

and I were invited by the Saskatoon Health Region to 

take part in a kidney health forum that focused on patient input and patient centered 

care specifically aboriginal kidney patients.  It has been a privilege to take part in two 

of these events now and interact with our health care directors and meet others who 

share the kidney health experience.  Ben has been able to counsel and encourage 

other northern people faced with the same health concerns as his.  One man in 

particular was especially encouraged because he could talk to Ben about kidney 

health in his own heart language.  This made a big difference in the man’s treatment 

program and he has shown improvement.  Now back to the pool!  Three times in a 

month I found myself in a hotel pool area visiting with other guests.  I was amazed at 

the people I met and conversations we had.  A former northern teacher concerned 

about the recent suicides, a mom of an NHL team scout and wife and mom to major 

city administrators chatted about Christian colleges, business work and Bible Camps, 

and another mom concerned about her son’s addictions and her on reserve social 

work.  We all had much in common and enjoyed the visits.  God sure has a wonderful 

way of bringing blessings.   

Winter was full and exciting.  We 

made it to the Nemeiben Lake Canoe 

and Bible Camp quite a few times and 

enjoyed helping the guys on a few 

work weekends, and hosted a father 

and daughter for some outdoor 
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adventures as well.  There has been great progress on the new 

building and no slowing down!  There are many plans for continued 

work and ministry events this summer so keep the camp in prayer! 

Sadly we have had many more funerals these past few months.  We 

have travelled north to attend funerals of cousins and uncles, and east 

for a grandmother.  It is difficult but time with family is healing.  A 

trusted friend told me “Grief is hard soul work.”  So, our souls have 

been doing some hard work these past few years with grief.   

To add to the grief, our town of La Ronge has seen an increase in violent criminal 

activity that has affected everybody here.  Pray for our communities as they 

grieve and seek solutions and for our churches as we pray and be motivated to 

good works.   

Our family has enjoyed the many young people who 

have brought excitement, fun, games and chatter to our 

home.  Many nieces, nephews, children of friends and 

classmates of Kristen’s have spent time with us the past 

few months and we have enjoyed them so much.  

The conversations vary from casual to serious.  I 

just love to hear life opinions of younger people.  

When they are free to talk they share such 

amazing insight and have wonderful thoughts.  

We also relish in the opportunities to encourage 

them in life and a walk with the Lord.   We look forward to continuing 

relationships with these young people.  Please pray for them all as they 

live and go to school in often stressful and difficult situations.  We look 

forward to ministry opportunities with them this summer.   

Our own young people are doing great.  Olivia is working hard as a Paramedic, Elliot is sheet metal apprenticing 

and Abigail is a financial representative at the credit union.  All three are involved and active in the community.  

Kristen is smart and doing great in grade 3 although she would prefer to be hunting and fishing!  She is a very 

outdoors girl and we enjoy her strength and enthusiasm.   

Along with good conversations, we have had many good conversations with YOU!  Thank you to each one to 

calls, writes, emails and stops in.  YOU are a great encouragement to us and we love being in friendship and 

partnership with you.   Be blessed this summer! 
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