
Letter writing time is always a difficult and 

amazing process all at once.  The physical time it 

takes to put the letters down is little compared 

to the time I take to sit here and reflect, talk with 

Ben about what to share and then sort it all out.  

I show Kristen the last letter, all two pages of 

writing and she shares what she thinks I should 

write.  “Summer was good.  We had a kid’s camp.  

It was fun.  We will do it again.”   Love it!  

Our summers are usually mostly about camp and 

this year it is the same.  From the end of May 

when the ice leaves until it comes back in October or 

November, we spend a good chunk of our time at camp and 

on the water.  Last summer we started off with a new boat that 

generously accommodated Ben.  I have rarely thought about 

it, but we were pushing him onto the boat in a wheelchair.  

That wheelchair is now collecting dust in the 

far shed.  Ben quickly walks to his boat now, 

gets on and off and up the rocky trail to the 

camp.  God is good. 

At the Bible Camp on Nemeiben we have 

many groups that return every year.  One 

group is the Intersection Church group of 

men who are mostly Ukrainian and newer to 

Canada.  Ben has known these guys since 

they first started coming to camp and 

remembers visiting with them through translators.  This year I was at camp when 

they came and we had a great time together, even though we didn’t always know 

what everyone was saying!!  They chatted with us in 

English but their sessions and prayer time were in 

Ukrainian.  One of the guys who has known Ben for 

years spoke about his own past year and difficulties 

he had experienced along with Ben’s situation of 

losing his legs.  He told us about the many men in 

Ukraine who have lost their legs due to war.  Our 

friend turned to prayer and the Bible trying to make 

sense of our situations and shared with us that he 

thought the only reason he can understand why we 

sometimes experience something in the physical is that it needs to happen so 

something in the spiritual can happen.  God is at work.   
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The men’s group from the Dalmeny Bible Church was a riot!  These 

guys come every year and this year fished and enjoyed themselves.  

Last year they framed our new building.  It was fun to have them 

see the progress and enjoy the camp.  Many of these guys visited 

and regularly 

encouraged Ben when 

he was in the hospital 

so it was a double 

blessing to be able to 

be with them at 

camp, around the 

table and on the water!   

Great progress has been made on the new building at camp 

thanks to the many groups who came and put in countless hours of 

dedicated, hard work!  Our special friends and coworkers with 

NAIM, Cliff and Cheryl Reynolds brought their home church work 

team to camp.  This group was like a mini tornado working non-

stop in the hot summer sun.  They built the cupboards for the new 

kitchen among many other projects that made the whole camp 

look amazing.  Thanks Prineville Friends!! 

In between our camps we took the time to head north to our cabin.  We did some work on the place, swam in 

the clear water, and sat around the campfire!  We enjoyed our visitors, caught some fish, and this fall will 

return to hopefully finish our projects and catch some meat and pick berries.  

After every camp this summer, I would think to myself “That was the best camp ever”.  We were double 

blessed to be a part of the Ferguson Family camp.  Running the camp for them was a breeze.  Their energy 

levels and creativeness were incredible – from work projects to fishing derby prizes, brownies on the boat by 

sunset and new dance moves I was sure this was the best camp EVER!  Especially since the camp that followed 

them was our local kids camp where I knew I would get little sleep, be in 24hour mode of keeping these kids 

safe and the camp running!  “how many kids are coming?” is always a question.  The answer is always the 

same “We will see who gets on the boat!”   We had two boats full of beautiful, smiling faces and camp begun!  

The week progressed. We swam, ate good food, sang songs, played games and 

listened to Bible stories and testimonies.  All was good until I overheard one 

boy say “She’s a mean girl” and the others with him agree.  Uh oh.  We saw the 

kids who had come as best friends now not talking, someone else sitting off by 

herself, and the rest of the group grow quiet.  As adults we discussed this, and 

watched.   We took tiny opportunities to speak encouragement to these kids 

throughout the afternoon and remind them of our story times and what we’d 

talked about.  Love the Lord with all your heart and love your neighbour as 

yourself.  We watched as they slowly and deliberately chose to love and forgive 

and be friends again.  I’m still not sure what caused the rift, but look back over 

the afternoon and will remember forever how these kids followed what God 

said in His Word, listened to the adults and were closer friends now than before 

camp.  We get to do life with these kids here in La Ronge all year and cherish 

the relationships that were built.  This was the best camp ever! 

Thank you for your part in all of this!   

In what we see and what we don’t!  God is at work! 

With love and thanksgiving, 

 Ben and Nikki 
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