
Dear Teammate, 

“I’m so glad you came…”  Mary and I heard those words and others like them 

from so many people during our recent return to Mt. Currie.  Another suicide 

left our Mt. Currie community wrapped in shock and sadness.  We were 

greeted with open arms and tearful words of gratitude time and again 

throughout those grief charged days.  We were loved like family from many 

families.  Thirty-five years of relationships have opened doors of trust and openness, which fills our hearts 

with thankfulness for the things that matter.  Loving our God and 

neighbors, as He commanded, has borne a harvest of love 

beyond our ability to express with words. 

We are thankful for you and your part in this amazing story of 

God’s love.  You have served alongside us all these years, 

faithfully covering our family and the First Nations people Jesus 

called us to serve.  He alone will be able to reward you as He 

promised in Mark 9:41… “for even giving a cup of cold water in 

His Name…” 

During the past year, we believed that we should retire at the 

end of 2017, but we have come to realize that God isn’t done 

with us yet in First Nations ministry.  Thirty-six years ago, as we 

began to hear God calling us into this work, we made a promise, 

“Anything, anytime, anywhere Lord Jesus.” 

We believe our Father is now calling us to transition into a new 

role in His kingdom.  We have come to respect the influence of 

elders in Native culture and believe that God has placed us in a 

unique position to share His story with that 

authority.  We saw it demonstrated so many 

times during those recent days in Mt. Currie.  

 

So, at NAIM’S request, beginning in January 

2018, Mary and I will take on a part-time role 

allowing us to regain our strength, transition 

smoothly out of full-time ministry and then 

fully retire from NAIM in January 2019. 
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NAIM staff and the ministries they represent and solely 

funded through and fully accountable to North America 

Indigenous Ministries. 



The work among our Sta’atl’Imx people, our Red Soul 

Rising Camp safely in the hands of younger staff with the 

energy to lead it to the next level, and the First Nations 

Partnership under the leadership of Native co-workers 

call our hearts to work toward seeing these in the care of 

those who will step into our roles.  We are sensing Jesus’ 

call to embrace this final year with NAIM in a mentoring 

capacity.  We are asking the One who called us back in 

1981 to gift us with all we need to embrace this work in 

2018 toward a strong finish next January. 

We don’t possess the words to thank you, to attempt to 

say what our hearts feel as we face these life changes.  

We will, as long as our strength holds, continue to be part 

of the work in Mt. Currie. Serving together with you and 

our First Nations brothers and sisters as full-time 

missionaries has been a great privilege for 35 years.  The 

Sta’atl’imx people are family to us. 

In the days ahead we will need your partnership more 

than ever.  Change is hard and there is much work 

remaining.  Our hope is that you will continue to pray and 

financially support our ministry through the end of 2018.  

Please pray for us as we travel over the next 2 months to share the story of what God 

is doing among our First Nations friends.  Our desire is to visit you personally, face to 

face, in the coming months to share meals and fellowship together.  Somehow 

hearing from our hearts, things stronger than words until Jesus tells you Himself. 

“I’m so glad you came…” tells a story we cannot yet begin to put into words.  You have 

helped to write this story.  He alone will be able to demonstrate that as He promised 

in Mark 9:41. 

Yours in this Gospel we share, 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to:  
NAIM Ministries 

PO Box 499, Sumas, WA 98295 or  
PO Box 220 Station A, Abbotsford BC V2T 6Z6.   

They should be designated for project #387  


