
T his has been a summer with lots of good things happening in the lives of the 
people we minister to in Vancouver.  We have seen God answer many prayers.  

One of our friends was not able to eat for 10 months.  The muscle in her esophagus had stopped working, and the doctors 
told her there was no treatment possible.  She saw it as a test from God, and drew close to Him during the ordeal.  She 
drank juices, and eventually smoothies, and protein shakes, until one day, while reading the book of Isaiah, she heard the 
Lord say, “you are healed.”  She came to a church dinner and said she was going to eat, and she did.  God has given her 
back the ability to swallow.  Praise the Lord for his answer.  The enemy was defeated in the test, but he countered by 
getting her to become proud of what God did for her, and led her away from the church.  We are praying she will return. 

 

“THE HEAVENS DECLARE THE GLORY OF GOD,  

THE SKIES PROCLAIM THE WORK OF HIS HANDS.”   PSALM 19:1 
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T here was such great excitement about the recent eclipse of the sun.  People 
from Vancouver drove to Oregon to see it firsthand.   Our grandchildren were 

visiting us, and we made a shoebox pinhole camera to view it.   We were not in the area of 
totality, but it was an impressive sight to see the tiny image in the shoebox, as the shadow 
crept across the bright dot.   There was delight, and then . . . back to play something else as 
it didn’t get completely dark! 

How often do we respond like that to the great works of our God in our lives?  He answers 
our earnest prayers, and soon we forget what he did for us.  Many times in Scripture the 
Lord reminded his people of the things he had done for them.  How he brought them out of 
Egypt, delivered them from their enemies, and gave them the Promised Land, but how 
often they soon forgot to give him praise and thanks.  Sometimes the ministry goes through 
that same struggle.  Our people see God answer a prayer, and then it seems they forget 
what he did for them.  We have to remind them of what they received from their heavenly 
Father and how it should change the way they are living.  The Scripture calls it exhortation! 
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T he brother of one of our key church leaders, is dying of cancer.  He has been extremely angry at God because of 
the abuse he suffered in Residential School as a child.  He has been very resistant to anything spiritual for many 

years.  As his sister and brother in law have been praying for him, along with many of us in the church, he has begun to 
soften.  They took him to their home village in the North to say his goodbyes to family there, on the way he allowed them to 
play their Christian music, without his usual critical remarks.  Byron had the opportunity to help him prepare a will, and to 
share about God’s hurt over the abuse he suffered at the hands of those who called themselves Christians.  He listened with 
an open heart.  As his sister went to get his medicines, the pharmacist asked why he was taking these meds?  She said, 
“These are end of life meds, tell your brother that our bodies are all going to die sometime, the most important thing is to 
make sure his spirit has prepared for eternity.”  As Andrea looked at her with surprise, she saw the young lady’s name tag . . . 
GRACE!  A few weeks later, in the hospice, a social worker talked with them and asked if she could pray with them, her name 
was also GRACE!  We are believing that he will become a follower of Jesus before he enters His presence!   

W e had a great celebration at the baptism of 
3 people on August 20th.  Two young 

ladies, 9 and 16, who were both part of the SAY YES! 
tutoring program we started 20 years ago.  The youngest 
now lives on Vancouver Island, but wanted “Pastor 
Byron” to baptize her!  It was a beautiful testimony of 
young people wanting to follow Christ and walk in His 
ways.  The young man who was also baptized has been 
contemplating it for several years, and decided to take 

the stand as he learned that his niece was going to do it!  
Byron gave the girls 1 Timothy 4:12 as a verse to 
encourage them in their commitment to follow Jesus. 

We had a very good season of camps.  Day Camp went 
very well with a team from Athletes in Action leading our 
boys and girls in sports themed messages of living life 
Jesus’ way.  The children had a great time and learned 
valuable lessons for life.  We also sent a large number of 
children and youth to Bible Camps, and they learned 

more about the love of God for them.  July 
ended with nine of our families enjoying a 
week at a family camp on Pender Island, with 
Bible lessons for all, activities to bring the 
families together and reflective times around 
the campfire . . . (a propane one, as we have 
had a very dry summer with many forest fires 
raging in the province!)  All were drawn into 
closer relationship with Christ, but upon 
returning home, the business of life and the 
lure of the outdoor pleasure activities seem to 
have put making time for God a backburner 
item.  We pray that with the return of the Fall, 
they will return to worshipping the Lord 
together and growing in him as we begin our 
weekly Bible studies, Family night, youth 
ministries and SAY YES! 

SAY YES! After-school Tutoring Program will begin its 21st year in September 

 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to NAIM and mailed to 

the NAIM Office.  They should be designated for Project #475. Donations can also be 

made online at www.naim.ca 

https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/byron-diane-grant/


Love in Christ, 

Byron and Diane 

 

S unday, September 10 will be the second Praise in the Park of the 
summer.  Howard Jolly, a First Nations pastor from Winnipeg, 

Manitoba, is coming to sing and share the Gospel with our community.  
Howard is a member of the Rising Above Counselling ministry that has been 
addressing the issues of sexual abuse and residential school abuses for more 
than 24 years.  He has been a part of the SON RISE Gospel Band in the 1980’s 
and 90’s and now is with the Rising Above Band.  Their music is available at 
www.risingabove.ca.  Pray that the community will come and hear the good 
music and message of God’s love for them.  We usually have about 400 to 
500 attend, and enjoy the chicken bbq that is provided by some supporting 
farmers from out in the Fraser Valley!  We welcome you to join us for a 
fantastic day if you are in the neighbourhood!   
(2:00 to 6:00, Woodland Park, Frances St and Woodland Ave.) 
 
Thank you for praying for the ministry in Vancouver.  We 
appreciate you, the faithful team of prayer warriors and financial 
supporters who have stood with us in our work in NAIM for 38 
years! 

W e hoped to end the summer on a high 
note with the wedding of a couple who 

came to the Lord a couple of years ago and decided to 
make their relationship right before God!  It was a 
beautiful celebration and we rejoiced with them.  But 
on that day, another of our church members lost her 
grandson to a drug overdose.  We have seen so many 
deaths due to the drug Fentanyl in Vancouver.  It has hit 
the community hard.  There have already been more 
deaths than there were last year, which set a record for 
number of overdoses.  Pray for comfort as we assist 
with the funeral for this 28 year old young man.  Byron 
met with him at his grandmother’s a short time ago, 
and asked him if he had accepted Christ as his savior.  
He said yes, his grandmother had led him to the Lord as 
a boy.  He came to church with her the next Sunday.  He 
had begun to read the Bible again, however the 
addiction to drugs pulled him back into his past life.  

The church 
family 

celebrated the 
marriage of 
Darren and 

Melanie 

The wedding party relaxing after a very hot  ceremony on 
August 26th!  Diane did the bouquets for the girls. 

Living Stone ministered in music and 
message at the June 4th Praise in the Park 

The 
community 
gathered to 
hear Randy 
Jackson bring 
a message of 
hope. 

http://www.risingabove.ca

