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In Campbell River we have a First Nations family life 
society that serves the First Nations community with 
many services including Baby’s Best Chance, various elders’ gatherings, all kinds of counselling, training in cultural 
dancing and singing and other arts, and employment training through the Bladerunners Employment Program 

(www.accessfutures.com/bladerunners/).  

The woman who runs Bladerunners is the mom of one of the girls 
that we took to Mexico 11 years ago. We’ve stayed loosely 
connected over the years and when I knew I was going to start a 
business through which I wanted to hire First Nations women who 
couldn’t find work, I contacted her to let her know I was here and 
willing to do work placements with her students; I was hoping that 
I might be able to hire some of her students. The day I met with her 
she was excited about the possibilities. Knowing there was 
someone out in the work force who was on the side of the students 
she was training, she said to me, “You have a connection with us.” 

As she and I talked a light went on in her eyes and she said, “Would you be interested in teaching a course on 
kitchen prep skills to a bunch of our Bladerunners graduates?” I kid you not. It was as if God placed a big basket of 
beautiful flowers in my lap. A month earlier I was thinking, “Where am I going to find the women that I want to 
hire?” I was thinking that I’d have to start some kind of community kitchen (which is an enormous amount of 
work) to be able to assess the skills any potential employees have. And here I was given the opportunity with 
interested participants that were already ready and willing, with the venue paid for by the program, with eight 
days to hang out and get to know the students and hopefully have potential employees. AND…I also was able to 
have Anita (my sous chef) work alongside of me! [photo of Anita] It couldn’t have been a better setup! By the 
way, to be a participant in the Bladerunners program you have to be First Nations, unemployed, between the 
ages of 18 and 30, on social assistance and have little workplace skill (exactly the demographic I want to hire!) 

Jeff looked at me with a polite smile. But 
his eyes told of the terror he was facing. 

He was about to walk into a room of 45 health professionals 
and offer them an appetizer with a name that made no 
sense. “Blue what?” he asked. “Blue Rhubarb Crostini” I said. 
He looked at me with an ashen expression. I noticed the tray 
he was holding was quivering. But there was no time to 
coddle him; we had to get these appies out NOW! 

http://www.accessfutures.com/bladerunners/


The previous scenario with Jeff was the third day of the eight-day kitchen 
prep course. I had a catering job previously booked to serve 350 
appetizers to a bunch of health care professionals so I included the 
students in the working out of an actual catering event. Jeff did great by 
the way. He even said at the end, “I enjoyed that” despite the fear he 
faced. As we were debriefing at the end of it all Anita, who is aunty to 
every student in the program, said, “I am so proud of you three,” looking 
at Jeff, his brother and their cousin. “Normally at family functions you 
grab your dinner and go back into your rooms; you normally don’t feel 
brave enough to sit with family while you eat. But today you guys took 
those appetizers that you’ve never seen before and went into a room of 
total strangers and faced your fear. I’m so proud of you!” 

You know, the working kitchen is a busy place and the one we were in for the last eight days 
was full of so much talking and learning and multi-tasking for us all that we all crashed every 
night of the course from exhaustion. But I don’t want this to be just a place of learning new 
skill. I want these young lives (and older ones too) to experience the life-changing power of 
Jesus Christ in their lives. Connections were made last week. Now I hope to continue 
working with these guys on catering jobs I have and looking for ways to speak Gospel truth 
into their lives. Please pray this would happen! 

Another small story from teaching this course. The coordinator of the program and I were 
talking half way through the program. She was excited about the progress that the youth 
were experiencing. She wants to run the program again (maybe twice a year). She also 
encouraged me to contact the Campbell River First Nations office with a proposal to do this 
kind of training for young moms who don’t know how to cook. She offered, “I can go with 
you to present your proposal if you want, just to give you support in getting a contract with 
them.” Again, I was standing there looking at her like her hair was on fire. Another gift. 
Thank you, God, for the way you are shaping this adventure. I look forward to the next 
months to see what else happens. Please pray! 

NAIM staff and the ministries they represent are solely funded through and fully accountable to North America Indigenous Ministries. 

 

Fundraiser update:  

Come one! Come all! 
Douglas McDonald, a (very incredibly talented) NAIM colleague has just completed a 
short video of this ministry that I’ll show at the upcoming fundraiser/silent auction 
happening at South Delta Baptist Church in Tsawwassen on May 28. We have some 
incredible donations for the silent auction. I’ve set up a Facebook page called Wild Blueberry Silent Auction and 
Lunch Fundraiser and have posted a bunch of the items up for auction. I will be posting items on there right up until 
the week of the fundraiser. I hope you can come. It will be fun! 

Thank you for your connection to this ministry. I so appreciate your generosity and love and prayers. This kind of 
thing doesn’t happen with one or two individuals, but by a community of believers committed to God’s work in their 
own lives and the lives of others. May God bless you as you continue to serve NAIM and elsewhere. 

Much love, 

To support this ministry financially, cheques should be made out to NAIM with 

Project #508 in the memo line. Donations can also be made online at www.naim.ca 

http://www.naim.ca

