
It’s 8:00 am and I am sitting out on my deck looking 

out at the beauty of the day. Wow! Is it cold (-1 but so 

beautiful I just can’t resist)!  

When I sit out here I pray and read and pray again. 

Lately I’ve been reading through a book of meditations 

by the late Rob Des Cotes, who founded Imago Dei 

Christian Community (www.imagodeicommunity.ca). As I’m on the road in the next months talking 

with supporters as well as with new and potential supporters, I’m praying that God would prepare 

my heart and the hearts of those with whom I meet. So when I read this morning’s meditation, 

everything in me said, “this is what I want my dear friends to hear because this is what my work 

here is about.” So grab a coffee, make yourself comfortable and ponder these beautiful words from 

my favorite teacher / pastor / friend. May you be blessed as you read 

Evangelism is incarnational. It is the deep penetration of life by those who carry profoundly 

within themselves the good news of Jesus Christ. Evangelism is also incarnational in that it 

takes on the form of whatever it graces—just like Jesus does with us. It is the leaven that 

works, from the inside, throughout the dough of life.  

Some people practice surface evangelism. They work on the outside of their subjects, 

hoping to draw them into contact with the gospel, with themselves, or with the church. The 

expectation is that they will be able to change people from a distance—to do so without 

having to step into their world.  

The incarnational evangelism that Jesus practices is more like a form of spiritual angioplasty 

surgery. Angioplasty is a surgical procedure whereby an arterial blockage is expanded with a 

balloon that is placed within the collapsed artery. As the balloon inflates and rises, it opens 

up the artery, allowing for improved blood flow. Sometimes a stent, an expandable wire 

mesh tube, is placed over the balloon When the stent is expanded along with the balloon 

inside the artery, it holds the wall open, preventing further narrowing of the arteries. Can 

you see what I’m picturing here in terms of incarnational evangelism? 
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Some of us are called to minister deeply into the collapsed veins and arteries of this world. 

Incarnational evangelists are embedded (which means to be ‘set firmly in surrounded matter’) 

in the collapsed world around them. Our task is not to manipulate or coerce this world, but to 

have faith that our very presence within it is part of the process whereby God raises captives 

in his train. Like a stent that rises to open up arteries, this is kingdom growth that works from 

the inside out. 

God has incarnational evangelists embedded in the business world, in the arts world, in 

communities, housing projects, neighbourhoods and yes, even in churches. These are people 

who are not just ministering from the outside, but who are deeply woven into the fabric of the 

world around them. Like Jesus, they take on the flesh of the world rather than side-step it. This 

is the incarnational method by which God chooses to redeem us. We are called to also 

represent this same approach to others. 

Incarnational evangelism is simply a matter of living out Jesus’ greatest commandment: 

Love God…The most you can do for God is to be closely related to those around you. 

…and love your neighbor…The most you can do for your friends is to be as closely 

related to God as you can. 

 

This is my heart’s desire: to love God and love my neighbour (those God brings across my path).  

I look forward to visiting with you on my travels in these next months.  

Do you know someone in your circle who might be interested to hear about the work I’m doing 

among First Nations women? Please let me know. I’m working toward raising $4,000. 

 

With love and blessings, 

NAIM staff and the ministries they represent are 
solely funded through and fully accountable to 

North America Indigenous Ministries. 

To support this ministry financially, 
cheques should be made out to NAIM 
with Project #508 in the memo line. 

Donations can also be made online at 
www.naim.ca/donate 

https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/kathryn-guenette/

