
Dear Friends, 

Greetings from (currently) 

sunny Nanaimo! After a winter 

of unexpected snow and a very rainy start to spring I’m very happy to be able to 

take the laptop to the deck to fill you in on our most recent happenings. The last 

days of our winter were filled with very heavy ministry experiences, a friend’s 

eldest child died of a drug overdose. We were grateful to be able to walk with them 

through some of their grieving. Joe was able to provide rides to and from their 

home reserve on the Northern half of the island, help with the funeral, and pray 

with family members. The kids and I were able to help a little with their youngest 

child so mom and dad were able to take care of the many tasks that come when 

someone dies. We’re so happy to see them continuing to attend Sunday services at 

our church, please pray peace and protection over them during these dark days.  

Joseph has been in the process of pursuing an idea the Lord has laid on his heart to 

start prayer meetings for healing with the people of Penelakut. Drum playing is 

often a part of important meetings and ceremonies with First Nations people in our 

area. Joe has felt lead to build a drum specifically to be used during prayer 

meetings. Joe has shared his idea with many of the key elders on Penelakut and 

asked if they would be interested in participating.  

Typically, conversations have been Joe 

sharing his faith in Jesus Christ and his belief 

that God cares about and is interested in the 

pain people experience and is able to bring 

healing to their lives. He then shares his idea 

to hold prayer meetings and his desire to 

build a drum that would be used specifically 

to mark the occasion. He asks if people would 

be interested in participating in this and if so 

would they be willing to help decorate the 

drum once it’s made so that everyone would 

have some ownership and investment in the 

process. 
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Although he is still in the process of inviting elders to join, to date EVERY 

person he’s asked to participate is very excited, and open to this process. 

We are excited too, as some of the people Joe spoke with have typically 

been very opposed to anything involving Christians or Christianity. Work 

has begun on the drum and we look forward to sharing how this 

progresses with you as the work moves forward. Please pray for revival 

and healing for the people of Penelakut.  

Every year along the West Coast, First Nations and other Native people 

groups participate in an event called Tribal Journeys.  During the event 

participants travel to different host reserves/reservations across the 

Pacific via large 18 seater canoes. At each reserve participants engage in 

cultural events and learn about the host Nation. Joe was asked to skipper 

a canoe for Penelakut for this year’s journey. We’re very excited to be 

asked to 

participate in an 

event that is of 

significance to the 

people of Penelakut! In addition to this a few weeks in the ocean 

paddling with 17 other people sounds like a fantastic way to get 

to know more people from Penelakut and build good 

relationship. Please pray for the upcoming practices, team 

cohesion, and for opportunities for Joe to share his testimony 

with the group. If you’d like to learn more about this year’s 

journey you can look it up online at www.paddletolummi.org. 

As always we are grateful for you and humbled to receive your love, 

prayers and support! 

God bless you deeply in this season,  

Joe, Mere, Lucy and Brennan Lopez 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to NAIM and 

mailed to the NAIM Office.  Donations should be designated for Project #674.  

Donations can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

The 18-man canoe Joe will be skippering 

Joe working on the drum 
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