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Dear friend, 

“Children are a gift from the Lord.” 

Unless you were a Native parent 

living in the 20th century.  

Then your children were a ward of 

the state to be raised in institutions 

sponsored by the government and run by various churches.  

To the right is a memo written in 1948 by a principal of one of the many residential 

schools where Native children were forcibly made to attend. In it he is laying the 

principles by which Native children 

could go home to visit their 

families over Christmas. Three 

times he referred to parents seeing 

their children as a ‘privilege’.  

And they better not abuse the 

privilege or it would be taken 

away. This was a sad time in 

history. Can you imagine? 

The memo reflected the underlying 

attitude of both the government 

and the ‘Church’: children 

belonged first to the Residential 

school and parents came second. Abuse filled these institutions. Even the program of 

raising whole generations of children institutionally was abusive. Without the love and 

example of their parents and family, they lost how to parent, what it means to be 

human, what normal family relations look like.  

To understand our ministry, any ministry in NAIM, we need to understand how this 

period in history continues to impact what we do. It helps to explain why a long term 

commitment is needed in Native communities. 
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Children are a gift from the Lord; 

They are a reward from him. 

   Psalm  127:3 



Karen and I have engaged in ministry with Klemtu 

and other coastal communities for 25 years now. 

We embrace a strong emphasis on family ministry. 

Many times this looks like families coming to stay 

with us in our home in Abbotsford. A number of 

Klemtu parents call us their ‘Abby parents.’ We 

carry on a role of adopted grandparents. All with 

the hope and goal of presenting a different Jesus 

to them, a more biblical version. 

It’s our ‘privilege’ to do this. We have seen it open 

many doors of opportunity for Gospel conversations as well as parenting advice. We see God touching the 

hearts of people you have invested in through us - even as we continue to serve in our leadership roles at the 

NAIM office. 

Thank you for giving and praying for us. It’s been a long haul but one we gladly carry on for the sake of Christ. 

 Blessings to you, 

Scott and Karen 

To support this ministry financially, checks 

should be made out to NAIM with Project #684 

in the memo line. Donations can also be made 

online at www.naim.ca/donate 

Markloff Family Update 

Tim just turned 30 the other day as I write this. This is getting out 

of hand. It’s getting harder and harder to convince people we are 

in our 30’s when we have two children in their 30’s now. Oh my.  

Our granddaughter, Maddie, continues to grow and is very 

healthy. We enjoy every bit of updates on Facebook, Snapchat or 

Whatsapp that we get. It’s hard to be separated by such a 

distance but it’s nice to live in a time when instant updates are 

available.  

Maddie still needs to have surgery to remove a cyst on her lung 

that developed before she was born.  We originally thought it 

would be in May but now it’s looking like June or July. Please 

continue to pray for her. 

We are still hoping to go in May for a visit.  For now we enjoy 

being surrogate grandparents to others. 

A new Klemtu mural that was recently unveiled. Sherry, one of our Klemtu grandchildren, 

along with other grade 1 students prayed in their language at the event. 

http://www.naim.ca/donate

