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A Reminder to Receive

When I first saw the 3-bedroom duplex in late June, I was convinced:  

“This is too nice for me.”  I mean, should one woman and a little black-

and-white dog have so much space?  I couldn't get it out of my mind,

though.  Near the hospital in Polson, it couldn't be easier to connect with

those needing a personal assistant or a dementia practitioner (which I

am, along with a writer and editor).  Also close to the Salish-Kootenai

College, I could offer the 2nd bedroom for rent to a Native student.

“Every good gift bestowed, every perfect gift received comes to us from above, courtesy of the Father of lights.  He is 

consistent.  He won’t change His mind or play tricks in the shadows.”

—James 1:17 (emphasis mine)  VOICE

After praying and pondering over the weekend, I got my 

paperwork together and submitted an application.  If this was 

what God had for me, I wanted to accept it!  I heard back the next

day:  “Yes!”  This experience was a reminder that I don't deserve 

the good things the Father gives me.  None of us do.  We can't.  

It's not about deserving it, anyway—it's about receiving it.  And 

sharing it!  I need to be reminded of that a lot.  Maybe we all do.  

So, now Mollie and I have a beautiful rental not far from the 

southern shores of Flathead Lake!

Praises and Prayer Requests

• My new address in Polson MT is above!  The previous landlord let Mollie and

me stay a week past the original lease termination date.  And the current

landlord decided to accept a dog!

• Folks from Pablo Nazarene kindly helped me move into the new place.  (And

a stalwart trio from Whitefish Naz “caravanned” down from Kalispell.)  Though I

still have items to unpack, there is a garage—and a place for everything!

• Though moving kept me from the area powwows in July, there are upcoming

opportunities to get to know tribal people—including riding the church bus to

pick up area kids.  Actually, there has already been an unexpected local

opportunity … one that left me “all wet”!  (Keep reading. …)
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VBS ASAP

In mid-July, after a week of unpacking, I was surprised to learn it was time for Pablo Nazarene's summer 

VBS—this year, at Tumbleweed Gulch.  Well, that was the western theme, anyway.  Many of you know I 

prefer spending time with the elderly.  I'm hesitant with kids.  Regardless, I lent a hand.  And, as the kids 

sang, crafted and played—including on a dunk tank, a slip-and-slide, a water slide, and a bounce house—they

heard that “God's love changes everything.”  Eight kids took that truth to heart!

“For it’s by God’s grace that you have been saved.  You receive it 

through faith.  It was not our plan or our effort.  It is God’s gift, pure 

and simple.  You didn’t earn it, not one of us did, so don’t go around 

bragging that you must have done something amazing.”

—Ephesians 2:8-9 (emphasis mine)  VOICE

A Generous Spirit

Gift-giving among First Nations people—including the Salish, 

Kootenai and Pend d'Orielle—is a long-standing tradition.  

According to recorded oral histories of various tribal elders:

“When the Salish or Pend d'Orielle traveled west, for example, we might trade our camas or finely tanned deer hides for the 

dried salmon of the Okanagan or Spokane.  Sometimes people would exchange goods through formal intertribal gatherings and 

gift-giving ceremonies.  At other times, then as now, they would simply engage in informal gift-giving or trading and bartering 

between individuals or families.”

—pg 22, The Salish People and the Lewis and Clark Expedition

Clearly, the objective of trading is to get something of equal or greater value in exchange.  One motivation for

gift-giving, however, is “providing a proper welcome to new guests.” (pg 86, ibid)  This underlying “generosity 

of spirit” can make dancing a gift.  Or, telling a story.  Or, spending time with someone.  The act is reciprocal. 

And it can be overwhelming to introverts like me!  Please pray I give and receive in these upcoming events.

• Pablo Nazarene Church Bus Sundays, 9:15 AM and 12:15 PM

• Annual Social Powwow 19 August at The People's Center

• Traditional Arts Day Fridays, 9 AM to 4 PM at The People's Center

through Labor Day weekend

Tara
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