
Yahweh Jireh (God Our Provider) 

Have you ever felt backed against something?  Between a rock and a hard 

place, as the saying goes?  Me, too.  As the Israelites left Egypt with stubborn 

Pharaoh in pursuit, Yahweh purposely put His people in this position.  God 

instructed them to camp between Migdol and the sea (Exodus 14:1-4).  Turns 

out, it wasn't a problem, because Yahweh parted the Red Sea and the Israelites 

escaped.  Then, He closed the Red Sea over the mighty Egyptians. 

Throughout their journey, God provided for the Israelites in ways they didn't 

expect.  When the hard-found water was bitter, God made it sweet (Exodus 15:23-25).  When the people were hungry, God 

gave them manna (ie, what is it?) in the morning and quail at night (16:13-15).  When the Israelites were thirsty, God gave 

them water from a rock (17:4-6).  From oases to deserts, and back.  Yahweh met the needs of His people again and again, 

for 40 years, until they arrived at the borderlands of Canaan (Exodus 16:35).  Yahweh was a consistent provider.  But, He 

never met the needs of the Israelites in the way they expected. 

But Moses said, “Here I am with 600,000 foot soldiers around me.  

Yet, you say, ‘I will give them meat to eat for a whole month!’  

Would they have enough if all the flocks and herds were butchered 

for them?  Would they have enough if all the fish in the sea were 

caught for them?” 

Yahweh asked Moses, “Is there a limit to Yahweh’s power?  Now 

you will see whether or not my words come true.” 

Numbers 11:21-23  NOG 

I, too, constantly get caught up in my own expectations.  Even Moses—a very humble man (Numbers 12:3)—did the same.  

Instead, God provides for His people exactly as He thinks best! 

June 2018 Update 

Challenging Expectations 

I struggle with my expectations now, as I start a new business.  Church friends 

referred a client to me!  But, a month of ads in the newspaper have yet to bring 

any response.  After contacting the state health department, I'm told that a 

business owner cannot also be a care provider for Medicare or Medicaid clients.  

An Indian friend at Movement suggested the tribe may have different rules.  So, 

I must overcome my shyness to talk to the tribe.  This isn't what I expected. 

I wonder if God is challenging my expectations to put me off-balance.  I have 

ingrained bad habits—just like the Israelites, after generations of slavery in Egypt.  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ddoe/2422017537
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Closed Doors, Open Windows 

I recently asked people at Pablo Naz to pray with me regarding community 

involvement and making a living wage.  One person prayed, “Open doors that You 

want open.  Close doors that You want closed.”  In light of God's unexpected ways of 

provision, maybe we should have included windows, too! 

Just ask and it will be given to you; seek after it and you will find.  

Continue to knock and the door will be opened for you.  All who ask receive.  

Those who seek, find what they seek.  And [s]he who knocks, will have the 

door opened. 

—Matthew 7:7-8 (emphasis mine)  VOICE 

Praises and Prayer Requests 

SIMPLICITY  Thanks for praying!  So far, I've given away 3 boxes of household items.  Plus, Addie has been calm on 

her own up to 4 hours a day!  She loves both her pink and silver 

Thundershirts!  Please pray for 5 hours calmly on her own.... 

EXPECTATIONS  Please keep praying the Lord would “close doors, 

open windows and clear my vision” to see His provision 

regarding coming alongside Native people in the community.  

And making a living wage. 

LOCAL EVENTS  Thanks for praying!  In mid-May, I attended the 

SKC Graduation Powwow with friends.  Just watching all the 

dancing made me tired!  Then, on the 27th, Movement had a 

prayer walk/drive to bless those neighbors nearby that we'd like to reach with the love of Jesus.  Please pray for 

scheduling events at Movement and at Pablo Naz that include the entire community—Native and non-Native. 

Tara 

Too often, when I seek God, I anticipate the response of a harsh slave master—or at least a tired parent.  When I ask for 

bread, many times I expect a stone.  Yahweh clearly says He is not like this (Matthew 6:31-34, 7:9-11, 11:28-30)!  Yet, if 

circumstances become confusing, I can too easily turn thankless and down-trodden.  Just like the Israelites.  When what I 

have known becomes more important than Whom I can know, my negative expectations make everything around me 

seem bleak. 

How am I letting God shape my expectations?  What sort of life do I want to share with others?  Slavery in Egypt is not a 

good deal.  But, often, freedom in Canaan is not easy.  Instead, it's a daily choice. 
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