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Hello Friends, 

I hope and pray that all is well with you.  For the most part, 

things are good here, though I have been experiencing a 

lingering cough and had the flu for a couple of days last 

week.  I am finally feeling much better but have not fully 

overcome the cough.  This does seem to sap me of the 

energy I need to be most effective in ministry, so please 

pray for good health in the coming months. 

Over the past few months I have continued to be involved in the community through 

school and church activities, and home Bible studies.  I meet regularly with individual 

Christian men and church leaders as an accountability partner, something that is 

mutually beneficial.  I am still leading worship music at Embers, our Thursday evening 

church service, and lately I have preached several times in different churches to fill in for 

pastors that were sick or were in a bind for various reasons.  I am thankful that I can be 

of service to the wonderful servants of God in this community and other places on the 

reservation. 

In the past few months another door has opened for me.  I have 

long recognized the need for a career or technical center for high 

school students in this county.  New Mexico has one of the 

highest dropout rates in the country and I know many who have 

dropped out of high school since we moved here.  Of those that 

drop out, a high number slowly turn to alcohol and seem to find 

little purpose in life.  I have often thought that an alternative 

school or program that teaches trades, while students work 

towards completion of a high school diploma, would potentially 

help many students in this area.  As I was discussing this with a 

retired teacher a couple of months ago, he told me that one of the 

local school districts was starting a technical center for 3 of their 

high schools.  He connected me to the person running the 

technical center.  After a long discussion with that person I was 

asked to teach a drone class 2 days a week  for 2 hours.  This is 

the first school of this kind in the state of New Mexico and the 

Secretary of Education will be observing my class this Wednesday.  I am meeting new 

high school students in another community that is close to our church, Light of Life 

Mennonite.  At this point, only God knows where this might lead. 
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Many of you have asked how Rolanda is coming along with her 

schooling.  This is her last semester which consists entirely of field 

work.  She is currently working 8 weeks for an inpatient facility in 

Farmington as a student OTA.  Since there are limited locations for the 

students in her program to do field work, she will be completing her 

second 8 week stint in Ohio (this will be quite an adjustment for 

Amaris and I while she is gone).  After that she will return here for 

graduation and to prepare for her licensure examination.   

Another thing that is really ramping up right now is our planning for 

Dinetah Youth Camp.  This camp will be held on July 8-13 in Mancos, 

CO.  We still have a lot of details to work out such as curriculum, 

activities, volunteers, budget, and fundraising.  Some of the 

volunteers that helped teach VBS classes and led activities in the 

past are unable to help this year, so if you have any interest in 

helping, please let me know.  We would love to have you this 

summer.   

As you can see, I have a lot on my plate right now.  I am thankful for 

these many opportunities and can see God at work in our lives.  Please 

keep us in your prayers concerning everything I discussed and also 

pray as He leads you. 

Thanks, 
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