
 

I Thessalonians 5:16-18 reads,  
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give 
thanks in all circumstances; for this is  
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”   

I must admit that I am not always perfect in 
this area of my life.  At times it is easy to be 
distracted by little things.  We get sick, our 
vehicles break down, people let us down, and 
things do not go as planned.  The list goes on 
and on.  These can be common distractions for 
many of us. 

The good thing is that if we keep the proper 
perspective, these things do not need to be 
distractions.  Sometimes they can even be 
things that we can be thankful for.  Sometimes 
when I get sick, God is simply telling me that I 

need to slow down and rest for a bit.  When a vehicle breaks down I am reminded 
of all the people I know that do not even own a vehicle, and so I am thankful that I 
have one and that it will soon get back on the road again.  When things do not go 
as planned, God always opens other doors in which I see 
his hand at work. 

God reminds me in these times of many scriptures that 
help me keep the proper perspective.  Scriptures like 
Romans 8:28 “And we know that in all things God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose.”  And Philippians 4:11-13 “for I 
have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I 
know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to 
have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in 
any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 
whether living in plenty or in want.  I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength.” 

Over the last several months there have been many 
developments that we did not plan for.  The biggest 
of those developments had to do with the children 
we took into our home for a little over two months.  
This was a huge burden in many ways, yet it was a 
blessing.  Overnight our lives were changed 
dramatically.  It was hard to find time to simply be 
alone and to rest.  It was difficult for us, yet we had 
an inner peace in knowing that we were doing 
exactly what God wanted us to do in that situation.  
Even though it was a lot of work and an 
interruption to our normal routines, it was also a 
wonderful blessing in so many ways.   
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I had so many opportunities to teach and model what it 
means to be a Christ follower.  While driving I was able to 
entertain with Bible stories and challenge them to recognize 
the life lessons to be learned in those stories.  I was also able 
to share my testimony when the 8 year-old girl asked me 
how I became a Christian.  She and her brother listened 

intently for over 30 
minutes as I detailed my 
story.  She asked 
questions and even 
reminded me to get back 
to it after I was 
interrupted briefly.   

God has called me here to 
invest in relationships, lead people to Christ, and challenge them to fulfill the 
great commission.  By his grace, I am thankful that he has equipped me to do 
that and is using me every 
day to accomplish this 
mission.  I am thankful for 
the open and closed doors, 
the perceived distractions 
and setbacks in life, and all of 
the good things that I often 
take for granted.  I am 

thankful for the Holy Spirit that equips me for every good work 
and that quickens my mind when I need Him most.  When I think 
of you I am reminded of Philippians 1:3-6 which reads, “I thank 
my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that 
he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

To support this ministry financially, 
checks should be made out to NAIM with 

Project #906 in the memo line. 
Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca/donate 

Praises and prayer requests: 

• Praise God that these kids are back with their 
mother 

• Pray for the entire family and all of the challenges 
they face 

• Rolanda is nearing completion of classes and will be 
doing fieldwork next semester 

• Pray for our Thursday evening church service 

• Local pastors 

• Bible studies that I lead 

• Financial providence 

https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/david-sutter/

