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Ministry Moments 

Temera & Wylie 

Wylie’s Update: 
Temera and I both spoke at a 
Love Corps training seminar for a 
group of Koreans heading out on 
missions to far reaching 
reservations.  Temera spoke on 
First Nations spirituality, and I 
Wylie spoke for the first time 
without any notes.  I kept 
assessing my anxiety level before 
hand, and was surprised to remain 
calm and not implode from self 
conscious anxiety.  The heartfelt 
topic which I shared is “tactics,” a gameplan for discussing your Christian convictions.  This 
material which I summarized from Greg Koukl of the organization Stand to Reason, has 
revolutionized my ability to engage others over the last ten years.  By starting where 
people are at, not feeling like all the pressure is on me to immediately explain everything, I 
can ask questions as Jesus often did, and open up the dialogue within the persons own 
understanding, and maneuvering in conversation by letting the other person do the 
thinking for themselves.  With all of this in mind, I seek for opportunities to engage with 
people.  On different reserves I was able to begin conversations with people, sometimes 
making a friend with whoever is sitting along the road.   
 
There is so much good stuff always happening at the recovery ministry, more baptisms 
and decisions for Christ.  A few of the guys I was in close contact with at Joshua Recovery 
House have graduated on.  One of the guys who was leading Bible studies has had to go 
back to prison for a previous incident.  He writes that he is doing well there, however 
while there, his younger sister went missing and has been found dead.  Joshua Recovery 
House just leased a new 45 bed facility which raises their capacity to over 95 
beds.  Business is booming.  Different churches hold large recovery groups almost every 
night of the week.  I’m able to transport a carload of guys and then hang out with them 
over dinner.  These guys are looking for new habits, a new way of looking at life, and a 

new circle of friends.   I encourage other grounded believers to 
befriend and help encourage such people at this critical juncture in 
their lives.   
 
There is a long wait for Ottawa to process federal prison access 
applications, and it can take up to 17 months.  This is really a shame 
since there is a waiting list of over 200 inmates in various institutions 
who would love the chance to be friended by more volunteers 
through M2/W2 prison ministries.   
 
The Cyrus Centre youth drop in is a ministry in need of volunteers in 
Chilliwack with eight reserves surrounding it.  I am hoping to find 
opportunity there where I can fit in.  I had found the previous youth 
drop in centre I had offered to help at difficult to pursue meaningful 
conversation or relationships.   
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Our family along with my niece and nephew were able to 
participate in the First Nations Waymakers Youth Retreat.  
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Mission Kids after school kids program is running and bursting at the 
seams.  More volunteers on Wednesday afternoons would mean more 
kids could attend.  A few of the keen older kids have moved on to 
youth group.  It brings a smile to my face to see the changes taking 
place in the little guy that I’m paired with.  When he has first come he 
complained about “having to learn about God again” at story 
time.  Now we share in conversation.  He tells me he has already 
chosen to follow God, and how this affects his choices in daily life!   
 
Our family needs to be strong in holding to our priorities as we adjust 
to the challenges of a busy child, a part time evening work schedule, 
and planning together for our home in Mt. Currie.  

Temera’s Update: 
As Ashling gets bigger she also gets busier which means it is harder to juggle work and having her with me.  Wylie and I are 
looking into having her attend daycare for 2 days but the waitlists are long.  She is inquisitive, curious and always wanting to 
explore new things.   She still wakes up many times through the night but is finally showing more interest in eating 
food.  She loves to type on the computer which makes it hard for me to email while she is around.   
  
I have taught at three different homeschool Community Groups about First Nations culture, history and ministry.  These 
teaching sessions have included craft preparations, cooking bannock & salmon, splitting cedar bark and packing many 
supplies to the various locations.  My hope for these elementary aged children is that their interest in First Nations people 
will grow and that some of them will pursue ministry. 
  
As I left Ashling with my friend Karen to go speak to a group of young adults she said to me, “Have Fun!” My internal 
voice said, “Ya right have fun.”  My mind was filled with the last couple difficult conversations that I have while 
teaching.  To my surprise I enjoyed the evening teaching, interacting and answering questions.  There was young man that 
said that he wanted to come on SMI and another female that said she looks forward to reading the website.   Please pray for 
the 4 people that are planning on coming for SMI 2019 that the Lord would provide for their financial needs, prepare 
communities for placement and  bring together great 
teams.   Prayer Requests: 

 On January 18 Temera will be presenting a half day 
workshop at Missions Fest Vancouver with two people 
connected to the ministry Musalaha in Israel on the topic 
of Reconciliation.   Pray that details will come together 
and wisdom for Temera as she prepares to speak. 

 For our family: for unity and for prioritizing spiritual 
disciplines.  For wisdom in using our time, and that the 
Holy Spirit would be doing great things in the encounters 
we have and the people we are working with.   

 For inspiration of ways God might be happy to work 
through us as we make plans for a future in Mt. Currie, 
and that plans will come and needs be provided.  

 We are gathering a support team which is valuable for 
mutual  encouragement, prayer and 
accountability.  NAIM requires us to raise $800 more in 
monthly support to meet the 2019 budget. 

Sockeye salmon drying in the wind.  

To support this ministry financially, cheques should be made out 
to NAIM with Project #935 in the memo line. Donations can 

also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate  

Temera’s brother fishing for salmon in the traditional 
way  using a dipnet.  Temera and Ashiling are sitting on 
the rocks watching all the action.   
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