
Into the New Year, but a Firm Resolution….!!!! 

Hey friends, 

Greetings from Vanderwagen, NM and the recently recovered from Covid-19 Butlers!!!!  We 

are extremely grateful to the Lord that we were blessed to have come through the virus and 

not had any lasting after-effects (at least as far as we know……!!!)  We have all recovered very 

well, and we are so glad to be able to continue the ministry here at BABR unencumbered by 

the virus, although we still are making adjustments as we go along.  There are many stories to 

tell about our families’ journey through Covid, but I am thankful to the Lord for all that He’s 

brought us through. One story I’ll tell….. 

In the midst of the time I (Dino) was hit by the virus, I was surprised to experience that Covid-

19 had a neurological component to it, where the virus seemed to be messing with my mind to 

some degree. Thoughts that I’d never entertained before, and things that I hadn’t thought 

about or felt seemed to come out of nowhere and move me closer to feeling discouraged, 

frustrated and even despairing.  It was truly something I never experienced before with any 

other sickness. My only saving grace in the midst of that 

experience was knowing that my faith was not dependent on 

how I felt, physically, spiritually, and emotionally, but on the shed 

blood of Christ and His resurrection that saved me when I was 

still a sinner (Rom. 5:8).  Others I’ve spoken to have shared a 

similar Covid experience, but I am so appreciative of the Lord’s 

care during a time when the unknown was the norm, speculation 

was constantly stirring, and fear was constantly at bay. I reached 

for the Rock that was higher than I and patiently waited for the 

Lord who heard my cry (Psalm 40). What an incredible comfort to 

know that I was safely held in the arms of Jesus, even if I couldn’t 

feel it, know it, and experience it in a way that I normally did. He 

is truly the Lord over all and the Savior of the world!!!  Thank you 

so much for praying for us and standing with us and NAIM 

during this time. 
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Please continue to pray for our well water situation. As of this writing, we have 

been in contact with the well drilling company we chose and they have been 

extremely busy and we are on their waiting list. This has been a while coming, 

so please pray that they will come as soon as 

they can, that they will find a good place to 

drill, and that we will find a good water 

source. 

The BABR camp committee met this month 

and we decided that we are going ahead 

and making plans to have summer camp in 

2021.  We are aware of the fact that 

circumstances with Covid-19 may change in the next few days, weeks and months, but 

we are going on the premise that it will 

be easier to plan and then have to 

change course, rather than not plan and 

have to scramble to make things 

happen. There are many things that 

need to happen before we can truly do 

this, so please pray that all the situations that need to occur will happen 

so that camp can become a reality this summer and that we will find the 

necessary staff to come and assist us this summer. 

Nanette has continued caring for her mother while she stays with us and 

she is doing very well, for someone who is over 90 years old...!!!  It can be 

overwhelming at times, but she works hard at creating time and space for 

herself. Please pray that Nanette doesn’t overextend herself as she tries to 

maintain a ministry presence while taking care of her mom.     

Dino 

Prayer Requests 

 Pray for Dino as he starts to reconnect with 

former staff and campers as we “plan” to have 

camp this summer 2021 at BABR. 

 Pray for Nanette as she cares for her mom and 

that she will find time to rest, as well as time to 

minister. 

 Pray that we will have our well situation taken 

care of in the coming days. 

 Pray that our health will keep improving after 

getting over Covid-19. 

 Pray for our boys as they become young men in 

search of what they want to pursue in life; Caleb 

will be 15 on Feb. 27th and Josiah will be 18 on 

May 8th. 

 Pray for BABR as we look forward to the 

challenge of having summer camp 2021 as 

Covid-19 continues to hound our every step.  

Josiah and Caleb with their Nalii 

Grandpa: Tully Butler  

 Pray that the water well we drill will have 

plenty of water for years to come  

 Distributing food and water to the community 

around BABR  

Snow at BABR 



To support this ministry financially, checks should 

be made out to NAIM with Project #306 in the 

memo line.  Donations can also be made online at 

www.naim.ca 

Nanette’s Corner 

 

Be an "Overcomer," has been the Word from the LORD this year 2021 for me: 

I would like to thank you for all your prayers and financial partnership with NAIM in furthering God's Work among 

Native Youth through discipleship, leadership development and evangelism.  Earlier this month, Dino and I traveled 

to Indian Bible College in Flagstaff, AZ, where Dino spoke in chapel, I had the wonderful opportunity to minister to 

and pray with several young ladies, who I had known, from Broken Arrow Bible Ranch.  It was gratifying to hear their 

stories, their struggles, and give them encouragement and wisdom in their journey at school. This was one of those 

rare times, I got to have, face to face ministry.    

I also spoke to my friend/mentor Martha Gushee, who teaches at IBC, about the things God has taught me in the 

past few years.  I always enjoy talking with her about ministry, but enjoy even more talking about what the future 

may hold and the possibilities ahead of us.   

As of this writing, yesterday, I spoke to a Navajo woman, Sandy, at "Good Will" about her knowing Jesus as her 

Savior.  She said that she did. I asked how I could pray for her, she wanted prayer for healing in her legs, she was in a 

wheelchair.  So right there in "Goodwill" we prayed together.   

Another time, I spoke to another lady, whom I helped carry her purchase to her car from Walgreens, and asked If she 

knew Jesus.  She said she did know Jesus.  She knew Jesus, the virgin Mary...from there I started praying, and talked 

to her more about Jesus.  I brought out John 14:6 about Jesus being the Way, the Truth, and the Life, and no man 

comes unto the FATHER except through Jesus.  She was in awe of how much I knew the Bible.  I told her that I study 

it. "Oh how I wanted her to see that Jesus was the only way."  

As in Revelation 1,2 , the churches are the 7 golden lampstands, I see 

that I am sent to faithfully "shine" the light of Jesus in this spiritually 

dark world.  The love of Christ continues to compel me.  So many are 

still lost. Thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to minister 

on behalf of Jesus Christ, NAIM, and the Navajo Nation.  We are truly 

blessed in Jesus through your prayers,  

Blessings, Nanette 

http://www.naim.ca

