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Ministry Updates 

December 2021 

Greetings and merry Christmas season to all. 

My wife and I have been immensely blessed in 

these last few months with the arrival of our little 

boy Otto. After a 32 and a half hour labour, he 

was born in the 9th month, on the 9th day, in the 

9th hour of the evening, and weighing in at 

almost 9 pounds. He has brought a new level of 

unity between us that I am so grateful for. He is 

the most content little one who is calmer than 

any baby either of us have ever met, but I believe that that 

may be the calm before the storm.  

Though Otto is the greatest blessing of our young family he 

is not the only blessing. Ministry has begun to open back up 

with eager youth to learn and enjoy fellowship. This summer, 

alongside NCEM, and Youth Unlimited we brought out some 

kids to the Red Deer River to paddle. I shuttled and helped 

from the shore as I waved them farewell and returned to my 

very pregnant wife. (In her ninth month at the time) Youth 

groups are thankfully starting up, and with this, we are now 

seeing young men sprouting up, and quite literally, in the images of what were only 

boys before Covid. I have felt so blessed to encourage and make new memories with 

them. One new memory we made was to bring 7 

youth down to Way Maker, a Christian Native 

youth conference in lower central BC. Sean 

Folkerts (Also with NAIM) was a huge blessing 

for driving the whole way there and back. There 

are two young men that come to mind on this 

trip where I think Jesus was just starting to make 

sense to them in a profound way. Please pray 

that they would continue in their journey with 

him.  
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As Isaac mentioned, Otto has been wonderful to us. We even bring him 

to youth group on Tuesdays, and I bring him along to girls’ group on 

Thursday evenings. He is adored, and as some pictures display, he is 

quite literally the center of attention during activities. He doesn’t cry or 

fuss much at all. I have decided that during our time at home, to be 

involved in some capacity in the support groups available to Maskwacis 

residents. One of which, is called the Early Years program. It is an 

initiative to help meet the needs of mothers in the community. I have enjoyed being part of it, as it has 

brought a new sense of cultural community to me as an Indigenous mother. This is a very new chapter to me, 

as I have not been part of my culture in most of my years growing up. This program helps moms learn 

different stages their child is at, and what they can do to facilitate further development in their homes. They 

also offer rides to and from medical appointments/grocery shopping, they offer to look after your child at their 

center if you want to learn how to make a moss bag, or talk with an elder. There are supports in place to book 

your child to get their shots, or paediatric appointments. It’s been helpful to have a program to plug into that 

is intentional about your success at parenting. I’ve been so encouraged with how these first few months have 

gone because of the Early Years program. Since there has been another lockdown in September, part of 

meeting the community needs in social distancing has been through online practices. Part of which, has 

included ipads to be dropped off. These devices have parenting 

tools, facetime to meet with your worker assigned to you, and 

cultural insight on how Cree people parent. (ie: Cree words to 

practice with your child) In one of the pictures we’ve put in this 

newsletter, we were gifted with a moss bag to put Otto in. It’s a 

laced up bag you put your baby in. This was traditionally used 

with actual moss, which had natural antibacterial properties in it 

so your baby wouldn’t develop diaper rashes and would absorb 

any waste. I am so proud to have the ability to have these things 

Otto can look back on and know His Cree culture. I am the first 

in my family in many generations that has had the ability to have 

a child with no addiction or abuse 

present in the family unit, to be married 

to a loving and present husband, and to 

be serving God with our lives. We hope 

to be a picture to the community that 

healing is possible, that cycles of 

addiction and abuse can be broken. We 

hope that we can be that picture for God’s glory. That God would be the reason our 

life can be what it is for Otto’s years growing up. 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made 

out to NAIM with Project #403 in the memo line. Donations 

can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

Prayer Requests:  
• For the boys coming back to boys group to 

have initiative to read scripture, and 

understand the significance of doing so 

• For the girls coming back to girls group to 

have God’s spirit move them to take to 

heart what we’re learning about in Godly 

relationships 

• For my mom’s chemo treatment. She has it 

once every month until February. Prayer 

that she is able to continue doing her chemo 

treatments well. 

• Prayer for the beginning of our journey as a 

family. For spiritual protection as we reside 

on the reserve, and wisdom in different 

interactions we’ll have with our neighbours.  

https://www.naim.ca/donation/nadine-isaac-eeles/

