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February 2022 

Tansi everyone,  

As gloomy and troublesome as life is getting, 

there are rays of God's grace shining bright. 

Each day Dene and I get to see Otto grow up 

and it is another day we are thankful. Not only 

do we get to be a family of our own, but our 

family gets to be woven into the community a 

little bit more. Dene gets to encourage and 

support two of the youth who are now going 

through this stage of life we were in only a few 

months ago. They are preparing to be mothers 

themselves, and there is a baby shower she’s 

busy planning for them this month. The more 

we are involved, the more we want to be able 

to do ministry here to the greatest extent that 

we can. Shortly after the holidays, Covid 

numbers spiked greatly in the Maskwacis 

community from around 20, to over 500 cases 

in a matter of 3 weeks. We went back into 

lockdown again and it 

felt very slow moving in 

being able to do much within the community. In that 

time frame, we caught up on our first- aid 

certifications, and have seen some supporters that 

have felt comfortable visiting with us. In the last 

month we have been able to do more, and we are 

grateful.  

Our support raising is continuing and sometimes it is 

hard to feel as though we are really making progress, 

but we are. Our efforts are still split between our 

ministry work and the support raising process.  



Though our efforts are split, we still have amazing moments of encouraging youth to grow their 

relationship with God. Only a few weeks ago, another young disciple maker and I led the boy’s group 

for an evening. That night was spent tobogganing on a rather steep, shiny, and icy hill. Racing side by 

side, seven boys and two leaders rocketed at full speed. A canopy of town lights reflecting off the 

overcast night, and the only sound to be heard was the joyous and exhilarated screams of young 

boys accompanied by the rumbling thunder of 

sleds on ice. On our ride home hours later, those 

young boys would slow and maturely reflect on 

the many wonders of God. The ride was spent 

reading through two chapters of the gospel of 

John and answering as many of their barrage of 

questions as we could. It was a truly inspiring 

evening to take part in God’s relational ministry 

that he has with us.  

I marvel at how amazing God’s work is when there is less of my plan and more room for Him to 

speak. I may not be a pastor or a preacher, but I do love to read the Bible aloud, and to speak and 

teach through story. I really have been inspired by people who do it 

far better than I, who can transport people into a story to experience 

it as if they are almost living it as a character of the story. In Native 

communities, this is a common experience as youth grow up learning 

from family members around them. Storytelling is a main, integral 

part of growing up in First Nations community. We do enjoy the 

many different experiences we hear in people’s 

lives. In this way, we try to communicate the gospel 

message and often find the youth are eager to sit 

and listen. We have also been building on learning 

our understanding of some Cree. As an example 

related to this, 

we’ve learned the 

word Nitohta.  

(Ne-toe-ta) It is 

the word for listen 

in Cree.  

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made 

out to NAIM with Project #403 in the memo line. Donations 

can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

NAIM staff and the ministries they represent are solely funded through and fully accountable to North America Indigenous Ministries. 

The Eeles 

Prayer Requests:  

 The two expecting mothers: one is due 

March 9, and the other June 20.  

 Baby shower planning, as well as Covid 

numbers continuing to go down so we can 

have the baby shower.  

 Finding more supporters that are interested 

in our ministry  

 Being able to do camps this summer  

 Protection over the health and well being of 

our family  

 Praise for the youth that are opening their 

hearts to hear scripture  

https://www.naim.ca/donation/nadine-isaac-eeles/

