
Greetings all you lovely people out there. And Happy New Year! Shalom! 

At the beginning of 2022 we embrace the freshness and possibility of what a new year 

can hold and we (...well, I...) gladly say goodbye to another year of pandemic living. At 

the end of every year, I take some time to reflect on the previous year and what 

events/lessons/insights it has offered. Here’s a snapshot: 

Looking back... 

I lost some significant people from my past and some who were close to people who 

are close to me. It’s always so hard to experience death. It’s a stark reminder of the 

passage of time and it always raises the question for myself (and as Gandalf put to 

young Frodo in the Mines of Moria), “What are you doing with the time that has been 

given you?” 

There have been many losses in the Nuu-chah-nulth community this year. These losses 

have been seriously exacerbated by COVID; when a loved one dies in the Nuu-chah-

nulth community, the whole family gathers around the grieving ones. When I say “the 

whole family” I’m talking about a LOT of 

people. One matriarch can easily have 

50+ people just in her immediate family. 

So, gathering together around the 

grieving family is really challenging when 

they are mandated to NOT gather. This is 

a community that values gathering and 

sharing and carrying one another's 

burdens. These pandemic years have 

been especially tough. 

I attempted many times to get together with some women in the community to cook 

and share a meal. If we weren’t in one of the COVID waves, someone had died in the 

community, both of which precluded getting together. We didn't gather often, but 

when we did, it was great. 
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Community kitchen in COVID times—3 of us! 



I’ve been working with my brother-in-law, and hereditary chief of Ehattesaht First Nation, to write his life story 

(something he’s been trying to do as long as I’ve known him: 46 

years). Having just turned 86 in December, he is experiencing the 

effects of dementia, and isolation through incremental loss of 

hearing. When I think back to September of 2020, when we began 

the project to now, I’m mostly sitting with him and listening to his 

stories, which he has repeated countless times. He is dear; I grieve 

for the man I knew and embrace the one he’s become. Please pray 

that he would receive the life and grace God has for him. 

For over a year I've been a part of an initiative to encourage NAIM 

staff to pray without ceasing. Once a month I organize a handout 

mostly written by various staff from month-to-month that we can use to focus our prayer throughout the 

month as an organization. 

On a personal note, two people 

who mean a lot to me have 

been diagnosed: one with ALS 

and one with Parkinson’s. This 

has been devastating news and 

humbling as I watch them walk 

through life uncertain of what 

this year will hold for them.  

We need each other. 

With love, 

Kathryn 

Looking ahead... 

Who knows the paths 2022 will take us down? Will the pandemic 
become an endemic? Will new babies/grandbabies come into our 
lives? Will elders pass? Will we be able to gather with friends and 
breathe the same air maskless? Will we see humpback whales 
breaching off our shores? How many summer sunsets will we 
enjoy? What will rest look like this year? Will there be vacation 
time? Will we lose that chunk of weight we’ve been carrying around 
for far too long (I sure hope so!)? 

One thing I know for sure: God is in it all. 

And so. 

… I pray for you all and thank you for the support you’ve given over 
the many years I’ve been doing this work. And I ask you to pray for 
me that I would follow God’s lead always and never rely on my own 
agenda. 

… I ask our Creator God to bring his presence to those that I have 
had the pleasure to know here, that he might transform lives with 
“shalom” (completeness, wholeness, soundness, health, safety, 
permanence and prosperity). 

May all of us (like Mary when the angel Gabriel told her of her own 
journey to carry the Saviour of the world), wherever we are and 
whatever we are doing, remain poised and listening that we may 
hear God’s whisper and follow that way. 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made 

out to NAIM with Project #508 in the memo line. Donations 

can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

Earl 

https://www.naim.ca/donation/kathryn-guenette/

