
And all who heard it wondered at the things which were 

told them by the shepherds. But Mary treasured all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. 

Luke 2:18-19 
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Dear friend and teammate, December 2019 

 

Two countries, four states, one province, four churches, 10 different beds and 

one car accident later Karen and I completed our fall ministry trip on the East 

coast. My favorite part was the time spent with people catching up on family 

news and telling of God’s grace both in our lives and in our ministry. Let me share 

one story with you. 

Sue (not her real name) had been part of our 

ministry from our earliest days. When we first 

moved to Klemtu we met her grandmother and 

then her mother. Shortly after, Sue’s daughter 

was our first foster child. And so began 27 years 

of ministry with Sue and her family. The many 

years of ministry included taking Sue on our 

wilderness trails program as a young adult and 

performing her wedding.  

Sue struggled deeply with wounds from early 

childhood experiences. She spent a lifetime 

trying to chase away that pain, often pursuing 

unhealthy means that not only deepened her 

own pain but also pain in her growing family. 

Over the years she dropped in and out of 

treatment programs with mixed results. Through the years our paths kept 

crossing. We held out hope that the Gospel would one day take hold of her. Jesus 

is the only one who heals from the inside out.  We knew that Sue would need 

Him to ultimately find healing in her journey. 



About 5 years ago after losing track of Sue for a number of years, she and her 

husband contacted us to let us know that they were in a Christian treatment 

program and had recently become Jesus followers. What joy! They wanted us 

to come to their baptismal service down at a local river.   

Even though her journey remained imperfect, 

from that day forward she was in the grip of Jesus 

and the Word. Every time our paths crossed after 

that, she was always in the Word sharing what 

she was learning. Like Mary, she pondered and 

treasured the Word in her heart. 

This fall, after struggling with a lengthy illness for 

many years, she rushed off to the hospital once 

again. She didn’t know when she left that would 

be her final trip. In the rush she was only able to 

grab two things, her phone and her Bible. To the 

end the Word had its grip on her life.  

We were with the family during her passing. Words of comfort were shared. 

Her daughter (our first foster child) had recently put her faith in Jesus, in part 

because of Sue’s testimony and example. This summer we had the joy of 

dedicating Sue’s grandson to the Lord while in Klemtu. 

Thank you for your many years of faithful giving and praying. Ours is a long 

ministry, in this case spanning 5 generations. And you were there with us 

during the journey. We are grateful. 

This Christmas season, would you consider giving an extra gift to help our 

ministry with NAIM. We want to bring the Good News to as many people as 

possible. Our ministry support level is low and every gift helps us reach more. 

Blessings to you and your family this Christmas Season! 

 

Granddaughter Maddie 
turned two recently! 

Karen reading to Sue  
from her Bible 


