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Dear Friend, 

Sometimes numbers just stick in your memory. 

294628….even after all these years I still 

remember the part number for an engine part 

that we frequently sold at the repair shop I 

worked at in my late teens. I can recite my social 

security number, phone number from my 

childhood and street address where I grew up. 

Some numbers are just like that with some 

taking on historic meaning. Just say 9-11 and 

people will know exactly what you are talking 

about.  

Here’s a number that has become very significant in our ministry: 215. In Canada we will 

not soon forget that number. Why? That’s the number of unmarked graves that were 

discovered earlier this year at the Residential School grounds in Kamloops, British 

Columbia. It represents the children who died while at the school who were not even 

afforded a proper burial. Just an unmarked grave. These schools were government created 

and funded, but were run by various Christian denominations. 

This discovery has had a profound and lasting impact in the Native communities where we 

work. Although Klemtu did not attend this school, news impacted them in very real ways. 

One person shared with us how the news of this discovery caused PTSD in a family 

member. I’ve been asked many times ‘how could this happen?’ Our believers and lay-

ministers contacted me asking how they can respond to people who ask, ‘How could 

christians do this to us?’ ‘Why do you believe in Jesus?’ ‘Where was your God when all this 

was happening?’ 

Young people of the community are particularly impacted.  Primarily secular sources are 

feeding them very biased information from very anti-Christian perspectives.  Some assume 

all churches did this when in reality it was four denominations responsible with the Roman 

Catholic Church running the majority of 

the schools.  

 

 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world 

that he gave his one  

and only Son,  

that whoever believes in him  

shall not perish  

but have eternal life.  
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So this is a season of patiently answering 

legitimate questions and helping people see 

this violates everything following Jesus stands 

for. When appropriate, we assure them that 

NAIM never participated in these events and 

stands equally appalled. It’s a season to again 

live out Jesus in a better way. 

Recently, I made my first trip back to Klemtu 

in two years because of COVID restrictions. I 

wasn’t sure how things would go because of 

these recent discoveries. I’m grateful to 

report that I received a very warm welcome.  

Our years of good relationships paid 

dividends. We hope to translate that good 

will into many Gospel moments that see many come to faith in Christ. 

We are spending this Christmas with the village of Klemtu. It’s been a number of years 

since we were with them over Christmas. Pray with us that this would be a profitable time 

to help people see and experience the truth about this baby who was born in a barn and 

destined to die on a cross. Pray that God would open blind eyes to the wonder of His grace 

as found in His Son.  

Our hope this Christmas season is that God helps people to move beyond the number 215 

to the number 316, as in John 3:16, “For God so loved that world that He gave His one and 

only Son…” 

We rejoice that we are able to reengage more and 

more in face to face ministry, especially among the 

Klemtu people. We also hope to visit our friends in the 

Campbell River area as well. But these trips are costly 

to make. And support for our ministry with NAIM is not 

where it needs to be. Would you consider making a 

special gift this year to help with ministry costs? 

Blessings this Christmas season,  

Scott & Karen 
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