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Time to Gather

My life is proof of God's 2nd and 22nd chances!  In my last update, I mentioned readjusting my schedule to include 

time for more community involvement.  I resumed helping to pack commodities with LCCOA (Lake County Council 

on Aging) in January.  I look forward to joining in again on March 17th, aka St Patrick's Day!  On February 17th, I 

made it to the Red Cross blood drive in my locale—actually, at the same hotel where Polson Movement has our 

evening services.  There are upcoming Red Cross blood drives to choose from in both Polson & Ronan.  And, God 

willing, I plan to attend the annual Women 4 Wellness event at SKC (Salish-Kootenai College) in May!

“And then you’ll see people streaming in from east and 

west, from north and south, gathering around the table in 

the kingdom of God ….  [S]ome are last now who will be 

first then, and some are first now who will be last then.”

—Luke 13:29-30 (emphasis mine)  The Voice

Still, the most nourishing addition to my schedule has been the 

small gathering of women at my table every few weeks since 

January 10th.  My church calls it Dinner for 8 (or 6).  The group I 

co-host, with a church friend, at my duplex includes women from

18 to 68—solos, single moms and grandmas!  For a couple of 

hours, we eat heartily and laugh loudly.  We share our stories and mark our Bingo cards.  Most of all, we build 

community by discovering how much we have in common!  Native and non-Native, the ladies are silly, sweet and 

sassy.  Whether four of us scatter around it or eight sit elbow-to-elbow, my table is blessed!

Gathering Together & Getting Away

I received a phone call from the NAIM office in January:  “Hello?”  “An anonymous donor wants to give specifically 

toward your expenses for NAIM's Women's Retreat.  Are you coming?”  “What?!  I mean … yes!”  Thank you to this 

kind donor!  This gift has covered my travel expenses, and I look forward to the upcoming retreat in Chillawack, BC,

in early March.  We'll be staying at Charis Camp (see pic for logo), where some of

NAIM's MDP (Missionary Development Program) graduates, like me, previously took

classes.  I've been to NAIM's Annual Conference several times, but this will be my first

women's gathering.

It is written, “The one who gathered a lot didn’t have too much.  And the one who

gathered a little had enough.”  (Exodus 16:18)

—2 Corinthians 8:15  NIRV
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Gathering Inspiration

Driving home from work on February 3rd, I felt inspired to turn aside.  I wanted to see if

there was still room in an adult education class I'd seen advertised in the paper:  two-

needle applique beading.  Making a quick decision—which I rarely do—I signed up!  The

first session was, indeed, that same night.  Your giving toward my “special projects”

made possible my joining this local, Monday-night beading group at Polson High School!

I've had a few sessions already, and these run through March 23rd.  This is perfect for

my current winter schedule, as full-time seasonal work resumes in April.

I'm very grateful for God's diversions!  It's challenging, sometimes excruciating, and I'm sure I'm the slowest 

beader in class.  But, no one bothers to compare.  And it seems a long time since I've felt truly creative.  Here (see 

pic), from my second session, is my bluebird pattern—with one row of beads along the bottom.  This bluebird—bird of the 

third direction, West, on some Native medicine wheels—is part of a larger, God-inspired pattern … a tree of life.

“On the mountain height of Israel will I [the Eternal] plant [a cutting], that it may bring forth boughs and bear 

fruit and be a noble cedar, and under it shall dwell all birds of every feather; in the shade of its branches they 

shall nestle and find rest.”

—Ezekiel 17:23 (emphasis mine)  AMPC

Gathering Just Enough—for 50 Years!

This happens to be a big year for me … since I'm turning 50 on May 19th!  I've been pondering what I want my life 

to be.  The perfect symbol:  a tree of life where “birds of every feather” can find rest!  LORD, may it be so.

Praises and Prayer Requests

• DINNER FOR EIGHT (OR SIX)  PRAISE!  I'm grateful for the group of 

silly, sweet and sassy women who gather at my place to eat, laugh and 

talk!  REQUEST  No matter how many women gather, please ask God to 

reveal His love each time to each one—in a way that nourishes her.

• NAIM WOMEN'S RETREAT  PRAISE!  Thank you to those who have 

given towards my NAIM retreat expenses!  REQUEST  Please pray that as

we gather for Forever Changed, March 4th - 6th, we each listen to, look for 

and hope in God's diversions.

• BEADING CLASS / BIRTHDAY  REQUEST  Whether through beading 

class or other community involvement, please ask the Creator to help me 

ponder how my life can be a sheltering tree for others.  And to help me 

celebrate those in my life who offer this shelter to me!

Tara
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