
Life in the Dormant Season 

Do you ever wish there were more signs of life, or feel like the winter has 

gone on too long? The months of 

January through March can 

sometimes challenge our 

understanding that life, though 

sometimes not visible, is still a 

growing reality during the “dormant 

season”. We long for more daylight 

hours, for COVID to cease, for the 

advance of spring to burst forth with 

visible signs of new growth. Is our faith challenged by what we cannot see, 

or are we making preparations for Springtime and harvest? 

Carolyn has found a new love during the 

COVID pandemic. No, she has not tossed me 

out, but she has taken up gardening at a new 

level. It has become her COVID project. We are 

learning some significant spiritual lessons as 

she studies and explores some of her 

gardening principles. 

Jesus said in John 12:24 that “unless a kernel 

of wheat falls onto the ground and dies, it 

remains only a single seed, but if it dies, it 

produces many seeds”. We don’t like the 

thought of death. We grieve the losses of 

close friends and family members. Over the long winter 

we have lost 4 close friends, including a 43- year-old, and 

one a 16- year- old who died in a traffic accident. Many 

of you are experiencing grief, and, like us, cling to the 

hope of Jesus words in John 12:24. 
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So, what do we do in the “dormant season” when 

growth is often difficult to distinguish? Certainly, we 

pray to the one who is the Way, Truth and the Life 

(Jesus), we study the instruction manual for Life 

(God’s Word), and we trust in and cling to Him and 

His Love, Truth and Grace. And, by faith, we prepare 

for and plan for the growth and harvest in the not- 

too-distant future. We continue to proclaim the Gospel “in season and out of season” with 

great patience and careful instruction (2 Timothy 4:2). 

Carolyn spends much of her winter season preparing the soil and 

reading gardening articles and talking with other gardeners in 

anticipation of the coming growth. We prune our fruit trees 

during the dormant season to cut out the bad, reshape and 

stimulate new fruit bearing growth. Spiritually too, the “dormant” 

season is a time to prepare the soil, prune, and connect with the 

“Master Gardener” in 

anticipation for growth and a 

harvest of fruit that will last. 

We did get away for a break 

and time of refreshing during 

the “dormant season”. 

We spent the first two weeks of December in the 

South East, took in a Gaither concert and soaked up 

some sun. We are already seeing signs of new 

growth as we look forward to Resurrection Sunday. 

Thanks for standing with us in anticipation during 

the dormant season. 

Expectantly,  
    Jack and Carolyn 

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to NAIM and 

mailed to the NAIM Office.  Donations should be designated for Project #893.  

Donations can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

https://www.naim.ca/donation/jack-carolyn-teeter/

