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Just over an hour away it feels like spring while we are locked in winter. But in the care of God’s
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direction good things have been taking place. At the start of this new year sufficient resources

PO Box 499
Sumas, WA 98295
604-850-3052

We had previously considered having someone live with us but the time wasn’t right as a new

are available that I (Wylie) am able to give my full-time attention to furthering God’s kingdom
here.

move would be enough stress on its own. It has been a good thing now though to have our
friend live with us. As a passionate believer he brings the necessity of prayer to the forefront,
and is a welcome part of family and ministry. His perspective is valuable. As a First Nations
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person, the trauma of his early years led to the streets, prison and addiction, leading to no less
than nineteen recovery homes. He feels strongly that love, as shown by Temera and I (and you),
is his chance at real life, a chance to experience freedom, to know how real people treat each
other, and how Christ would want us to live.
Those who have spent time working with First Nations people tell me to extend my timeline, to
build relational capital, that is, trust. As hard as it is to not rush ahead, trust and love is a
requirement. Not only among family, but among all of those who have so much in their past to
overcome. Watching “The Chosen” mini-series I was struck by the character of Jesus, how it
flowed so graciously, not in a cookie cutter rigid timeline, but in genuine care, deep love and
joy, a concern for each person, giving them the time each of them needed. With love and
sensitivity to past injustices and culturally relevant issues, I am passionate about bringing
reconciliation with the Creator through Christ. I want to be a caring gardener lovingly
planting seeds of truth, giving attention to that which is responsive.
I received a call from my First Nations brother in Christ asking if I could take out his young
family member for a project in the back 40 again. It is a reminder of opportunities at living
life together. It is at these times when others feel they can share their heart even through
the music they choose to play for me on the stereo. I remember where I was as a
youngster, and the people I had as role models. We also continue to encourage the man
that we helped bring firewood to. He says it is a highlight of his day. We drove together to

Winter canoeing on river
behind our property

a viewpoint with fresh coffee and bakery items. I didn’t know this had become a
dark place. A small carved totem pole commemorated a high school teacher that
had, “used a gun on himself” there. I made a fire and read him the word that
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morning. We are also invited to try doing “simple” discovery Bible studies at “grand central,” my mother in laws.
The First Nations “church” may never look like a culturally Caucasian church, but one family we remain nevertheless. Where do
we start with such a monumental task? We pray for the Sovereign Lord to bring spiritual renewal in
many lives. I will endeavor to equip those who are committed. The challenge for me is patiently
seeking and working while not yet having the desired end result.

Temera’s Update
On January 29th we got a call from the bank saying that we were approved for our mortgage. After
13 months of working towards this it was hard to believe. It had been such an arduous process
involving mountains of paperwork, emails and phone calls. The Modular will be completed on April
6 and then delivered to our property. As my brother said, “soon you will say we are going home not
we are going to the property.” Through this there have been many answered prayers. Having my
own home here in Mount Currie has been a goal of mine for about 15 years. It is really happening.
This past January has been busy with setting up, learning about and being part of online conferences
and seminars. It is hard to teach without seeing the reactions of the audience. Sometimes it feels
like I am talking to the wall which makes it challenging to stay enthusiastic. Ashling did not want to
go to Daycare and I told her I had to work. She asked, “Mom do you wear a hard hat at work?” I

John on his Internship at
New Beginnings Church
in Vancouver, BC

explained that my work was mainly sitting at a computer. I definitely miss interacting with people
but I am grateful for Zoom. I was able to teach a few sessions to highschool students and made video’s for bible college events.
On November 16th I received an application for an Internship that needed to start in January. Covid had dramatically changed
John’s plan. This Internship became my priority as I processed his application and sought a placement. John was trying to figure
out if he could go home to Washington for Christmas, complete his courses and work on details for his placement.
Collaboration with another ministry and having him help at New Beginning Church in Vancouver came together quicker than I
thought possible. John decided to stay in Canada so he did not need to quarantine twice and around Christmas I got a text
saying that a housing option was found in Vancouver. For many days I had been repeatedly saying a simple prayer, “please God
help John find a housing option.” John moved January 11 and started his Internship the next day. I have been meeting John for
a few hours every Friday on Zoom to complete his training. Please pray that John will be able to be meet friends, connect with
the youth he is helping with online school and that other ministry opportunities will be able to open up for him.
After a tragic car accident on December 4 that resulted in two young adults dying, Covid made an appearance in Mount Currie.
One of the people that died was my cousin and he was a very close friend to my brother. It was a sad time and people did come
together to support one another. A person came to one of the gathering that was covid positive. The day after the funerals
people were told by our Chief to go into quarantine if they attended any of
the funeral events. It was scary and some people judged us for gathering
together. Amazingly covid did not sweep through our community because
people followed the quarantine rules. It has been over a month since there
were any covid positive cases. How are we to juggle mental health,
emotionally supporting one another and physically distancing? Especially
when my culture has a deep value of relationship and community.
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