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Wylie’s Update 

We arrived during Covid.  Signs everywhere on the reserve said “we are not welcoming 

visitors at this time.”  The chief, wary of epidemics that decimated populations a hundred 

years ago is not taking any chances.  The wish is for people to stay home within their family 

unit, or at least keep a 6 foot distance.  NAIM has wanted us to respect the limits placed for 

peoples own safety.  

Plans for our home had been coming together on schedule. Much has transpired, prayers 

have been answered, and generous help has stepped alongside.  We did end up being 

granted free rock fill material from the band to put the home on.  Then we had to bring 280 

gravel truck loads of it onto the site.  Thanks to God, a brother in Christ, Bert Van De 

Wetering provided two dump trucks at a very reasonable cost, and each of us drove, 

bringing in most of the material.  This foundation for the home may also be seen as laying a 

foundation for the future. 

We have been part of numerous family gatherings, and people have been very welcoming. 

Relationships with family are different.  They may be deeper, and not always easier, as 

patience and trust are needed.  Someone we know had her father pass away, and I gave her 

a personalized card.  It spoke of God’s purpose as well as the meaning of her name.  It was a 

seed planted of the truth of God’s love and care.  She was so touched that someone cared. 

In response she gave me an eagle feather for being real and genuine.  She gave Temera and 

Ashling beaded roses as well.  We were also able to attend the graveside service of Bob 

Green, who worked with NAIM here for decades.  He was 95.  We were able to meet some of 

the people whose life he touched.  

It feels like it has been a rocky adjustment phase.  At times I have put too much pressure on 

myself to make things happen.  And this was just by day three! Finding a balance between 

family and then choosing a course and flow of ministry has been a daunting challenge.  I rely 

on others to help even-out the ups and downs of my short sighted thoughts and 

feelings.  Prayers of those I trust have helped.   

“Unless the Lord builds the house, they labour in 

vain that build it.”  “I look up to the mountains, 

where does my help come from?  My help comes 

from the Lord, Maker of Heaven and earth.” 

The place we are staying at is very peaceful and beautiful, I call it 

“little Switzerland.”  
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Temera’s Update 

We have been in the Mount Currie area for four months.  It was such a 

relief to get out of the city during the Covid restrictions and have 

space, fresh air and nature all around us. 

First Nations communities are remote, families interconnected, homes 

overcrowded, and many people are high risk.  NAIM took self- 

isolation seriously.  As I think about building relationships I am 

concerned that I could pass Covid to others before I knew I had it.  

How do we balance that concern with a passion to share Jesus?  We 

are getting our feet wet in the community with people that I already 

know and are trying to keep our bubble small.  At the same time praying and hoping that we will be able to build some 

new friendships. 

My personality likes routine and to feel accomplishment as tasks are completed.  This has been difficult with no Daycare for 

Ashling as she is a very busy girl. It has been such a blessing to have my mom and two friends that are willing to look after 

her.  One Zoom meeting I was jumping on the trampoline with Ashling while the video was off.  Adapting to change, 

willingness to be versatile and completely depending on Him is needed. 

As I think through the stages of culture shock we are still in “Honeymoon” stage with minor moments of frustration.  Small 

town life is definitely a good fit for Wylie and I.  Ashling loves the outdoors and jumping on the trampoline.  There are 

Abbotsford people and things that we miss but I am trying to make time for new adventures. 

What will recruitment look like going forward?  

In the Spring I had a young man complete the application process to join NAIM full time but 

with so many unknowns decided to return to school.  It saddened my heart.  He is planning 

on joining staff at a later date so please pray that he does so.  Two couples will begin 

support raising this Fall.  Please pray that they will be able to make connections with 

supporters and that the Lord would abundantly provide for them.  It is exciting to think 

about these couples reaching full support and being able to transition to full time ministry 

amongst First Nations people.  This daunting step is in front of them 

Getting a mortgage on First Nations reserve is extra complicated.  Add Covid!  We worked 

hard to get all the required quotes, have the paper work with the First Nations Band 

approved and get it all back to the Bank.  We were supposed to hear back from the bank 

August 7th but there was a change to policy and now we are going to be waiting a couple 

more weeks.  We are trying to get into our home by beginning of November but the delays 

are making me nervous.  Ashling heard the words of a worship song and she said, “we have 

to trust in God.”  Hearing her voice say those words was the reminder that I needed.  

Please pray:  

 That In the midst of the busyness we as a family would prioritize praying together daily. 

 For the Holy Spirit to do exceedingly more than we can ask or imagine in the conversations and relationships we 

are having with people, as we bring up the reality, truth and hope of who God is. That hearts would be opened to 

God, and for His kingdom to grow.   

 Pray that the Lord would bring 

together so many details for us to 

be in our home before winter.   

To support this ministry financially, checks should be made out to NAIM and 

mailed to the NAIM Office.  Donations should be designated for Project #935.  

Donations can also be made online at www.naim.ca/donate 

https://www.naim.ca/donate_naim/temera-wylie-millar/

