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The Nicola Valley 

God brought us here to Merritt in this Valley almost 30 years ago.  It's a beautiful place.   
Pray for the people here to find Jesus! 

 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness.   

We do not know what we ought to pray for, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 

Romans 8:26 
	

Thank you for praying! 
July Update:   
Last month we asked for prayer for J (Joann - she has given us permission to share her request and 
story): 
Pray for our friend J.  She has a brother, a sister, and a mother who are all killing themselves slowly 
through their addictions.  She has been sharing God with them, but it seems futile.  Please pray that 
she will see answers to her prayers and that she could have peace in her heart about her family. 
 
The events that happened this past month for Joann and our Fellowship are very exciting! 
 
All of us in our Fellowship felt that Joann's family were being trapped by the enemy in their addictions, 
especially Joann's brother.  Joann was pleading with us to pray and she was going into some 
depression over her family's deteriorating health.  It was getting really bad. 
 
A few Sunday's ago, we had our Covid-safe Fellowship meeting (our second time).  Joann kept 
sharing about how hard it had been and how she couldn't get her brother to be sober long enough to 
get into a rehab program.  Suddenly, a new-comer to our group (D.) interrupted her and was very 
agitated.  He faced her and gave her a message.  He first asked, "Do you have a Bible at home?"  In 
a questioning voice, she said "yes..."  Then he told her that she needed to pray Psalm 35 on her 
knees for 9 mornings.  She was very startled and surprised.  She did not know D so it was surprising 
that he would confront her like this, but she soon realized it was a special message to her. 
 
Our Fellowship group was also quite surprised, but we all agreed - we read the passage in Psalm 35 
and put Joann's brother's name in it as we prayed (instead of "me" and "my").  It then made sense 



that this was a spiritual battle.  We all agreed that we also would pray Psalm 35 with J for 9 mornings. 
	
Contend, Lord, with those who contend with me; 
    fight against those who fight against me. 
 Take up shield and armor; 
    arise and come to my aid. 
 
 Brandish spear and javelin 
    against those who pursue me. 
Say to me, 
    “I am your salvation.” Psalm 35:1-2 
 
Joann prayed on her knees every day and was able to find a place that would take her brother, but he 
would have to stay sober.  The day came for him to go, but Joann shared later that it was the most 
difficult day she'd ever had.  He was scared and didn't want to go.  Finally, she and her sister got him 
in the car and they headed to Adult and Teen Challenge, a Christian organization that helps men 
overcome their addictions through a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
	

	
	

August Requests:   

• Keep praying for Joann's brother.  Pray that he accepts Jesus into his life and for the power of 
the Holy Spirit to take hold and fight the evil spirits that have been controlling him in his 
addiction.  PS:  He called Joann yesterday and told her he is so happy!  He wants to stay there 
for a year.  Keep praying for him - he is letting God heal him. 

• Pray for Sharon as she leads the women’s Bible Study.  Interestingly, our study these past 
weeks has focused on the Holy Spirit.  So often, we quench the Spirit by letting Satan get a 
foothold.  Pray for the women to experience and use God's power in their lives. 

• Keep praying for NAIM's Staff Conference to be held in October 2020.  We've canceled our 
gathering in Albuquerque, NM due to Covid and restrictions on traveling.  Pray for NAIM 
leadership as they try to put on a fruitful and meaningful videoconference. 

Your prayers keep us healthy and busy and full of God's grace! 
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