May 2022

SEAN & BECKY
FOLKERTS
5828 45 Avenue
Lacombe, AB
T4L 1M6
403-302-9502
folkerts@naim.ca

NAIM OFFICE:
PO Box 220, Stn A
Abbotsford, BC V2T 6Z6
PO Box 499
Sumas, WA 98295
1-888-942-5468

NAIM staff and the ministries
they represent are fully
funded through and solely
accountable to North
America Indigenous
Ministries.

SUMMER IS APPROACHING!
IL DOLCE FAR NIENT
This past season has been an
amazing adventure. There has
been so much that has
happened that I don’t even
know what to write about! We
were able to walk with a young
man as he was pulled from
depression, began training,
received his Wildland
Firefighting ticket and in a week
is heading out to fight fires all
summer. After spending 6 years with the youth, we were able to
baptize 2 more of them! We’ve seen a youth step up and be an
amazing mom. We worked with U of A to host a free 2-day vet
clinic. The church is growing. There are plans and incredible
direction that can only come from God who has put together an
amazing ministry team. And the list goes on…
Il dolce far niente: The sweetness of doing nothing. I think about
this phrase and the importance of spending time with people. I won’t
say that we did “nothing”, but we definitely purposely set up events
where we could just be present to do “nothing”. Actually, there was lots
of work going on— we were building relationships. This past Boys
Youth night there was a large amount of time just jumping across the
creek; no purpose, just taking turns jumping. But so much was being
done. These youngsters were praising each other for making it,
encouraging those who were afraid, friendly rivalry to go further, and all
laughing when someone went in, even the
wet one. Time spent solely for the purpose
of building relationships.
This has been the past 6 years. That was just
one example. We have been able to do this
with men, women, youth and families. We
may call it “Il dolce far niente”, but we know
God is using this time to do the work that is
so needed!

PRAISE & PRAYER
The last couple of weeks there has been a few
families that stand out to us in need of prayer. In
one family, they have had 8 deaths in the last 3
weeks, one of the dad’s has just lost his 4th son
in 2 years to addictions. In the other family, over
the course of 2 years, they have lost cousins,
nephews, a mom, grandparents, and children. All
due to various reasons, some natural, others not.
Both of these families are suffering in
tremendous hurt!
An update: Of the 2
pregnant youth that
we have been praying
for, one of them has had
a beautiful healthy girl!
She was born on March
10th and the young
mom and her have been
doing amazing! Truly a
blessing to see this
young lady rise to being
a great mom! The other
young lady is due midJune and still requires
prayer. She is trying to
sort out a few things before her little baby is
welcomed into this world and is faced with some
difficult situations.

FAMILY CORNER
Trying to lead a normal
family life while in a busy
ministry has always been a
struggle. This morning
before writing, we were
talking about how to be as
efficient as possible in our
family and home with all
the things that are going
on. It is definitely a
challenge. But when we
look at how God has used
our family in ministry, it
blows us away! I know that they don’t see it, but when they
come with us their presence is a blessing. When we as parents
get to interact with them positively in front of their friends, it
speaks love. When they are
with us during youth, their
laughing and carefree selves
help break down walls and
barriers, especially with some of
the new younger youth who we
haven’t been able to fully gain
their trust. Our family was built
as a result of a great sin, but
God has used our multi-cultural
family in a broken way to show
His people a glimpse of heaven,
a glimpse of unity. We thank
and praise God for this
incredible gift of our family!

Summer is coming! There are many things
planned: a spring men’s camp, so far 2 youth
summer camps, a family camp, and an early fall
men’s camp. We ask for prayers that we can
have moments of “Il dolce far niente”. Moments
for God to work in ways that we can’t even
imagine!
We ask for prayers for our support team. We
ask if we can all pray for each other. You all
have truly been a blessing to us. The prayers,
the encouragement, the gifts, all of this is God’s
grace. Praise be to God!
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